
Do you have confidence that St. 
Paul can move into the future 
without fear? There are so 
many uncertainties, so many 
unknowns. Everything seems to 
be changing in the economy, the 
culture, and the world. How can 
we be confident?

Here’s the key: it all depends on 
what we are confident IN.

In The Sound of Music, Julie 
Andrews sings: “I have confidence 
in sunshine I have confidence in 
rain; I have confidence that spring 
will come again.” And then she 
finishes, “I have confidence in 
confidence alone! Besides which, 
you see, I have confidence in me!” 
But... what does that even mean? 
How can we have confidence in 
confidence itself?

We have confidence that sunshine 
and rain will come around again 
(although you may be a little 
doubtful about Spring). But are you 
confident in the future? Confident 

in the government? Confident 
in the economy? Are you even 
confident in yourself?

I know I’m not! But I am not afraid 
to move into the future because I 
am confident in Christ!

As followers of Jesus, we have 
a greater confidence. In all the 
decisions we must make, in all the 
decisions that we face in our lives, 
we literally make those decisions 
“with confidence.” That is, in Latin, 
con fide. That means with faith!

We will make decisions, and we 
will take steps to follow Jesus, and 
we will plant a garden trusting 
that God will continue to send the 
rain and sunshine, and we will 
work to grow our school ministry 
trusting in God to provide, and 
we will even help to plant a new 
church WITH FAITH, because we 
have confidence in Jesus who is 
leading us!
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We are beginning our after-Easter 
sermon series Come, Holy Spirit 
by looking at how the Emmaus 
Road disciples discovered Jesus 
walking with them on the road. 

It’s not too late to pick up your copy 
of the Come, Holy Spirit book, grab 
a Family Discipleship Calendar, 
or join a conversation group of 
2-3 people as we walk toward 
Pentecost! Even if you are not in 
an official conversation group, 
we invite you to find at least one 
other person to walk with you and 
process what the Spirit is shaping 
in your life. We follow Jesus better 
when we follow him together.

After we’ve been down the 
Emmaus Road, we’ll look at how 
the Holy Spirit conforms our 
lives to the same life the Spirit 
shaped and empowered in Jesus. 
In his book Sculptor Spirit: Models of 
Sanctification from Spirit Christology, 
Rev. Dr. Leopoldo A. Sánchez M. 
goes into detail about the ways the 
Scriptures and the Early Church 
portray the work of the Spirit as 
shaping the life and ministry of 

Jesus in us. The five key models 
from Leo’s book (slightly modified 
below) help provide a map and a 
trailhead for our journey in the 
season from Easter to Pentecost.
 

1.
Renewal:  

Daily dying and 
rising in baptism.

The Spirit who raised Jesus from 
the dead shapes Jesus’ death and 
resurrection in us. We daily walk 
in the waters of our own baptism, 
drowning our old, sinful, selfish 
nature and rising daily to new life.

2.
Spiritual Warfare:  
Struggle and 
temptation. 

Jesus faced the Tempter in the 
desert and in the Garden; the Spirit 

The Work of the Sculptor Spirit 
Pastor Justin Rossow

shapes in us Jesus’ dependence on 
God’s Word in the face of trial and 
temptation.

3.
Pouring:  

Filled up and 
overflowing  
to others.

Just as Jesus received the Spirit 
and then poured himself out in 
service for others, so we receive 
the Spirit from Jesus and overflow 
into the lives of the people around 
us.

4.
Hospitality: 

A heart for 
outsiders. 

The Spirit led Jesus to encounter 
people on the margins; the Spirit 
shapes in us Jesus’ heart of 
welcome for the marginal and 
marginalized.

5.
Rhythm:  

A pattern of rest, 
work and play. 

Just as Jesus knew work, rest, and 
refreshment in the Spirit, so we 
find a Spirit-led rhythm of rest, 
work, and play.

In all of these ways, and more, the 
same Spirit who filled Jesus, and 
led Jesus, and empowered Jesus, 
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and gave Jesus joy now fills, leads, 
empowers, and gladdens you on 
your journey of faith.

Your job in all of this is not to put 
Jesus up on a pedestal as the gold 
standard you are supposed to strive 
to reach. Rather, the Spirit brings 
Jesus near to you and shapes Jesus 
in you. You are actively engaged in 
this process; and at the same time, 
you are completely dependent on 
the Spirit, even when you are most 
active in your following.

So the pressure is off. When this 
sermon series is done, you won’t 
be graded on your holiness, or your 
effort, or your ability to pray, or even 
the consistency of your dependence 
on the Spirit. 

Instead, God is already now 
rejoicing that you have put your foot 
on this path. Jesus has a twinkle in 
his eye as he looks ahead to your 
prayers and struggles and joys and 
questions. The Spirit who connects 
the Father and the Son now takes up 
residence in your heart, and makes 
the Father and the Son present to 
you, too.

Scan this QR code for more Come, Holy Spirit 
resources and to download a fun family 

devotional calendar!

This whole journey is a gift of 
grace. The Spirit will fill you and 
lead you and shape you and use 
you. Jesus will be present with 
you and for you. And the Father 
will rejoice over you with singing. 

We pray, “Come, Holy Spirit.” And 
we entrust our lives and eternities 

to the promised answer: “How 
much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask!” (Luke 11:13, NIV).

[Adapted from the Introduction 
to Come, Holy Spirit: A Daily 
Discipleship Travel Log for Easter to 
Pentecost from Next Step Press.]

“Sanctus Real” sings a different song of confidence. Perhaps their 
lyrics will inspire you more than the Sound of Music.

“So give me faith like Daniel in the lion’s den
Give me hope like Moses in the wilderness

Give me a heart like David, Lord be my defense
So I can face my giants with confidence”

What do you need confidence for? 
Whatever is changing in your life, go forward trusting in Jesus!

Moving Forward cont’d...

Visit https://youtu.be/KA9kSBv1QrI to listen to “Confidence” by Santus Real. 
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A few people have contacted the 
church office, worried because lately 
we have had some staffing changes 
at the church. It’s true, after a long 
period of stability we have had several 
changes and retirements. We’ve seen 
our long-time youth director, Kathy 
Duvendeck, retire, along with our 
downtown pre-school director, Nancy 
Rosenzweig. Our Controller, Lois Love, 
retired, and our Church Secretary, 
Sandy Klaus, is retiring soon. We have 
a relatively new Music Director, John 
Boonenberg, and our wonderful new 
Director of Family Life Ministry, Lexie 
Brown has not even been with us for 
a year! And now on top of all this, our 
Senior Pastor, Don Neuendorf, expects 
to retire soon.

What’s going on? There must be 
something bad behind the scenes!

On the contrary, there are GREAT 
things going on at St. Paul. May we 
just list some of them for you?

1. Our school enrollment is stronger 
than it’s been for many years, and our 

worship attendance is coming back! 
People are excited to share what 
we’ve got going on at St. Paul.

2. Though there have been many 
changes, we have an outstanding 
church and school staff. They are 
exactly who we need right now!

3. We’re coming out of COVID in good 
financial condition. There will be 
financial challenges ahead because 
of the economy, but we’re starting 
from a great place to face them.

4. We’re going to be working with 
a strong sister congregation, the 
University Lutheran Chapel, to plant 
a new outreach to downtown A2 
residents. Nothing could be more 
exciting than to be following Jesus to 
reach those that he loves!

5. We have big dreams for growing 
our school, expanding and improving 
our facilities, and changing more 
lives! And we’re confident that Jesus 
knows what he’s doing as he leads us 
there.

6. Although our Senior Pastor is 
retiring, we are absolutely confident 
that God has strong and faithful 
leadership for our congregation. 
Jesus is our Good Shepherd!

7. Finally, if you need more reason to 
be confident, try out this hymn we 
just sang at Easter. 

Pastor Neuendorf

Taking Confident Steps

“Jesus lives!  
And now is death  
but the gate of life  

immortal;  
this shall calm my  
trembling breath  
when I pass its  
gloomy portal.  
Faith shall cry,  

as fails each sense:  
Jesus is my confidence!”

Scan QR code for meeting agenda, handouts and zoom link info or visit:  
www.stpaulannarbor.org/news/voters-meeting-may-2022
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Dear Members of St. Paul, 

Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers for the church 
plant process, especially the ongoing 
search for a church planter. Over 
the past few months, the University 
Lutheran Chapel Church Planter 
Call Committee has interviewed 
eight candidates, seeking the man 
whom God is calling to lead this new 
ministry. 

Recently, the committee narrowed 
its search to two final candidates, 
held follow-up virtual interviews 
with them, and invited them to visit 
Ann Arbor, meet with ULC staff and 
leadership, and tour ULC, Liberty 
Street, and the University of Michigan. 
One candidate visited on April 9, 
and the second candidate  visited 
April 20-22. Based on their visits, the 
call committee intends to present 
their recommended candidate to 
ULC’s congregation on April 23. 
ULC members will have until the 
afternoon of April 24 to ask questions 
and vote on the proposed call.

Throughout the call process, the 
committee evaluated candidates’ 
competency, character, capacity, and 
chemistry. In their virtual interviews, 
both candidates demonstrated the 
competency and capacity to plant 
a new church. In particular, they 
are both well-equipped to plant this 
church thanks to the enthusiastic 
support already expressed by both 
ULC and St. Paul, Ann Arbor, in 
addition to their previous ministry 
experiences. Both candidates are 
certainly of excellent character as 
well. The in-person site visits are 
intended to illuminate the candidates’ 

chemistry and “fit” with Ann Arbor 
(something much easier done face-
to-face than over video chat), and will 
give the call committee confidence in 
finalizing their candidate selection. 
As this process wraps up, please 
continue to pray for the Holy Spirit 
to guide everyone involved and shed 
light on the path God has planned for 
this new church and its people.

The original plan was to have called 
and landed a planter already, so the 
church plant could launch in August 
with the beginning of the academic 
year. From the beginning, this timing 
was understood to be very ambitious, 
and finding the right candidate was 
more critical than sticking to the 
aggressive schedule. Because of the 
additional time for the search, the 
plan is now for the planter to land 
in mid-summer. He can then use 
the Fall 2022 semester to become 
acquainted with Ann Arbor, SPAA, 
and ULC, begin recruiting his launch 
team, and cultivate relationships and 
partnerships with the community. 
Getting to know this mission field 

while school is in session will be very 
beneficial for leading a new church 
committed to both serving the city 
and engaging the university. The new 
church is now planned to launch in 
January 2023.

Update from ULC: 

The ULC Call Committee, Elders, 
Council, and Staff are excited to report 
that the motion to call Chris Troxel 
to be our church plant pastor has 
passed unanimously!  Voter turnout 
of ULC members was excellent—50% 
participation!  Thank you all for your 
enthusiastic support and prayers for 
the church planting process, and  please 
keep Pastor Chris and his family in your 
prayers as he discerns this call. 

Do you have questions 
about the church 
plant process and 

our partnership with 
University Lutheran 

Chapel? 

Reach out anytime to 
the St. Paul Church Plant Team at: 
churchplant@stpaulannarbor.org

Andrew Komurka, University Lutheran Chapel

Church Plant Update
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Just about a year ago, our church staff and our Elders 
both recommended St. Paul look into an expansion of 
our Earhart location.  It made sense…the school has been 
constrained for a few years, especially the Pre-K.  We’ve 
patched and squeezed nearly thirty years out of a parking 
lot that was originally rated for twenty.  And the Earhart 
campus continues to hum with increasing daily traffic 
and activities.  Our Executive Team (Pastor Neuendorf, 
Principal Bob Burgess, and Business Manager Amy Rice) 
formed a small study team to look into options that could 
support the ongoing ministry and help it grow.  

The process has 
taken a bit longer 
than expected, 
and no one from 
Ann Arbor will be 
surprised the city is 
requiring additional 
elements, some 
costly, that weren’t 
anticipated. But the 
Executive Team 
says the details are 

nearly ready to be shared with the congregation, and it is 
a genuinely exciting moment to imagine a “Next Step” for 
our school, St. Paul’s largest and most important ministry. 

If you were among the more than two hundred St. Paul 
family and friends at the PTL Auction in April, you’ve likely 
never been more moved by the opportunity we have at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church to impact so many lives through 
our educational ministry.  The passion and commitment 
shown by our PTL leaders and the families of St. Paul 
Lutheran School were on full display. 

Lutheran Schools have always excelled in the classroom, 
and that continues today, with St. Paul Lutheran School 
delivering standardized test scores that regularly outpace 
the highly regarded local public school districts.  Our Pre-K 
and K-8 schools are fully accredited at both state and 
national levels.

But it’s the firm 
foundation of a faith 
rooted in Jesus Christ 
that sets our schools 
apart.  And this came 
through loud and clear 
when our PTL leaders, 
School staff, and 
parents took turns at the 

Auction boldly proclaiming what St. Paul’s three schools 
mean for their children and their families.

Our school ministry has never been more important.  

Always a trustworthy 
training ground for 
our own children, 
Lutheran schools 
at all levels now 
find themselves at 
the forefront of the 
mission field as well.  
Across our country 
and here at home, the 
church increasingly 
struggles to reach those who don’t know Jesus.  It’s hard to 
realize that many of our neighbors today are generations 
removed from any formal religious training in the home.  
How do we bridge that gap?  How do we respond?  As a 
congregation, we are blessed to have the Next Step training 
here at St. Paul, showing us how to share Jesus in our 
everyday lives.

But bridging that gap through education is a special 
opportunity.  Ann Arbor and Washtenaw County is a 
community that values education highly.  St. Paul Lutheran 
School is not trying to appeal to everyone in Ann Arbor, but 

its quality and 
c u r r i c u l u m 
surely appeal 
to many who 
aren’t yet part 
of the St. Paul 
c o m m u n i t y 
and seek an 
a l t e r n a t i v e 
to the public 
school system.  

A Confident Next Step for Education at St. Paul 
Dan Brieschke, Chair, Board of Directors

cont’d on pg 7
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We’ve seen families drawn to St. 
Paul for the excellent education 
they want for their children, and 
they get that in every St. Paul 
classroom. And those students 
and families also hear the Good 
News about Jesus every day, some 
for the very first time. Because that 
also happens in every classroom, 
every day.  

When we hear stories of parents asking for more 
information about things like baptism and membership it 
reinforces the power of reaching others through education, 
providing what others are looking for not just spiritually, 
but materially. 

Mission work the way Jesus 
described it looks a lot like 
service.  Providing what others 
need for daily life.  Caring for 
children, all God’s children.

“Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10

Congregations have different 
personalities and different 

gifts. St. Paul Ann Arbor is so obviously and exceptionally 
gifted in education at all levels of our church and school.  
Because we are a large congregation with so many options, 
so many talents, it’s easy to spread ourselves thin.  But no 
Lutheran church in this area has anything close to the 
Christian education capacity we do and we have to do it 
well.  

We are a church/school family that excels in education, 
and God has placed us in the middle of a community that 
craves education.  What a perfect place to be!  

We as a congregation will soon see the plans our Executive 
Team has commissioned and consider the best next step 
for our education ministry.  St. Paul Ann Arbor exists for 
moments like this, and it will be exciting to take this next 
step together to prepare the way for the coming generations 
of St. Paul Lutheran School.  Pray for God’s wisdom and 
discernment as we see, review, discuss, and ultimately 
choose our path together.  God bless our school ministry.

The SPAA PTL and Auction Committee would like to announce that the 
2022 Gather-Grow-Go Auction raised $66,401!   Proceeds will be shared 
between the St. Paul Endowment Fund and Classroom Enhancements.  We 
sincerely thank all of the donors and attendees for their generosity and 
support of this event. It was so nice to be back in person and share in our 
JOY for SPAA! 

St. Paul School Auction Returns with Outstanding Support

A Confident Next Step cont’d...
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Parents are the primary sex 
educators for their children (not 
the internet, not the school, not 
even the church)! That’s not 
to say that church and school 
don’t have a very important role. 
However, parents are primary. The 
leadership at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School continues 
to work towards having a more 
supplemental role in supporting 
parents in this matter. While it 
might seem impossible to have 
these conversations with your 
children, it may be helpful to know 
that there are resources available 
to you at St. Paul!

What is the Learning about 
Sex Series? 

Here is the description CPH 
(Concordia Publishing House) 
provides on their website for 
this book series: “An honest, 
Christian approach to the body, 
relationships, and sex. This series 
teaches preschoolers through 
adults about God’s great gifts to 
us as males and females and 

how we are uniquely 
made to love Him 
and serve others. The 
parent guide, How to 
Talk Confidently with 
Your Child about Sex, 
takes you through 
all the stages of your 
child’s development to 
assist you in providing 
biological facts; 
establishing behaviors, 
values, and attitudes 
of a growing Christian; 
and affirming the love 
and forgiveness of Jesus for each 
of us.” 

This series includes a parent guide 
(5 copies of this are available for 
parents to borrow from either St. 
Paul location) Books in the series 
are also categorized by age group 
and gender. Age groups include: 
3-5, 6-8, 9-11, 12-14, and 14+. The 
blue books are ideal for dads to 
read and discuss with their sons 
and the pink books are great for 
moms to read and discuss with 
their daughters. The series we 
currently have on-hand at St. Paul 
is updated and revised in order 

to be more useful and relevant to 
parents who utilize them. 

When asked for her perspective 
on the role of parents in shaping 
their children’s views of sexuality, 
a friend of mine (who is a mom 
and pastor’s wife) shared the 
following: “As parents, we need to 
have ongoing conversations with 
our kids (at an age-appropriate 
level) about faith and life issues. It 
may be awkward sometimes, but 
that shouldn’t scare us. We get to 
share with our kids God’s design 
for life, marriage, and family. What 
a great thing to talk about! One 
sentence starter that has helped 
us describe things to our kids 
through the years is “God’s plan 
is...” This little phrase has helped 
us talk about faith, about dating 
and marriage, about sex, about 
identity, about so many things. 
The world changes all the time, 
but God’s plan stays the same.” 
------------------------------------------

If you have questions about the 
Learning about Sex Series or want 
to borrow a parent guide, contact 
Family Life Director, Lexie Brown  at: 
lbrown@stpaulannarbor.org

Family Life Resource: The Learning about Sex Series from CPH
Lexie Brown, Family Life Director
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Each quarter the 
students and families 
at St. Paul School bring 
in donations of either 
items or monetary 
to bless a chosen 
organization. Earlier 
this year we joined 
with St. Paul Church to 
provide full boxes for 
Operation Christmas 
Child. This last quarter 
the families at St. Paul  
School raised $891.75 
for Hearts for Jesus. 
The money raised was to help 
build and furnish a kindergarten 
classroom at the Garuna (Grace) 
Christian School in Cambodia. 
With the $891 raised they can 
purchase; a teacher’s desk and 
chair, a whiteboard, a door and 
3 windows, and 12 kindergarten 
desk and chair sets! Of course 
they can choose to use this 
money for any of these different 
items as well as 100 bricks or 4 
bags of cement for $20! 

St. Paul first had a goal of $500. 
After the generous donation 
from a 5th grade student of $100 
and the other donations brought 
in we had surpassed our goal! 
I am told that the $100 was an 
accidental tooth fairy gift. When 
the student woke up to find a $100 
bill under their pillow, they were 
amazed! Of course, the parents 
were in shock! They suggested 
that maybe the student share 
the generosity of the tooth fairy. 
This student was moved and 
instead of giving just part of his 
$100 he decided to donate the 
whole $100. 

What a joy to 
see a student 
be generous 
with this 
unexpected 
gift. He 
c e r t a i n l y 
could have 
decided it 
was a special 
gift for him 
and simply 
kept it. Or he 
even could 

have simply tithed on the gift, 
instead he chose to donate the 
whole $100. What a blessing to 
these students that he will never 
meet, as well to his classmates 
as they see him be generous. 

This quarter the students will 
be supporting Camp Restore 
in Detroit. We will be collecting 
monetary donations as well as 
paper products and dried goods. 
If any St. Paul Church members 
would like to donate and support 
this mission with the school 
we would love to partner with 
you! Contact the school office 
734-665-0604 for details on 
where and how to drop off your 
donations. 

It is a blessing to teach these 
students and see the way 
that Jesus is shaping them to 
serve others through monetary 
donations, service, prayer, and 
creating cards for people. Thank 
you to the members of St. Paul 
for the support of your school 
and the families we serve.

Living Generously in Abundance
Miriam Rossow, SPS 5th Grade Homeroom Teacher

Thank you for donating diapers on 
3/3/2022, which you valued at $500. 
By supporting SOS, you make sure 
that people have somewhere to turn. 

All day, the phone rings at SOS. One 
mom called because she had run out 
of formula and had nothing left to 
feed her baby. Another caller cried 
tears of relief; he was so happy SOS’s 
food pantry was open. Others call 
asking for help, because they can’t 
pay their utility bill or are about to be 
evicted. 

Y o u r 
donation 
will give 
p a r e n t s 
in SOS 
programs 
one less 
t h i n g 

to worry about when it comes to 
supporting their families.  

Sincerely,  
Barbara Cecil Development Director

Thank you St. Paul Early 
Childhood Center!
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About 20 years ago, I began my 
service as a Stephen Minister in 
another congregation. My Stephen 
Leader mentioned that initially 
my first care receiver rejected 
the idea of being paired with a 
28-year-old. She didn’t think that 
a young person with minimal life 
experiences could help her. But, 
thankfully, Stephen Ministers do 
not lean on their own wisdom or 
experiences. We are confident that 
God works through us to comfort 
and walk with the hurting people 
through their struggles.

I met with my care receiver, Ann* 
consistently for a year. I listened 
to her share her concerns and 
supported her during when she 
expressed the difficult emotions of 
grief and anger at God. Reminding 
her of Jesus’ promises and love 
was always top priority. At the end 
Ann said that she didn’t know how 
she would have made it without 
Stephen Ministry. Our weekly 
visits were a treasured time when 
this busy woman could unburden 
herself and focus on her own needs.  

About 6 months later, Ann 
encountered another major life 
crisis, this time terminal illness. She 

immediately called the church’s 
Stephen Leader and requested that 
I be her Stephen Minister again.  
Although I was touched that she 
asked for me, having to walk with 
someone through terminal illness 
was daunting. Ann’s diagnosis 
deeply saddened me. 
  
Driving to her house I felt a 
massive weight in my gut.  I 
frantically prayed to God to renew 
my confidence that he would work 
through me to comfort her in the 
way that she needed.  Ann and I 
spent our Stephen Ministry time 
collecting biblical references about 
heaven, discussing preparations 
for her legacy, and praying.   Ann 
shared that she was looking 
forward to all the people she was 
going to go see again in heaven and 
that she was not afraid. I marveled 
at how blessed I was to witness the 

incredible journey of faith that this 
woman had taken in less than two 
years.  

On my drive home, I recall that my 
car was filled with bright sunlight 
and an unexplainable peace.  Jesus 
had been sitting with us that day, 
comforting both Ann and me. 
Because I was there during the 
difficult time, I witnessed the Holy 
Spirit pouring out that peace that 
passes all understanding on his 
treasured child. 

Stephen Ministry is a lay caring 
ministry being used in over 12,000 
congregations across the United 
States, Canada and 29 other 
countries.  Stephen Ministers are a 
trained team of lay caregivers that 
provide one-to-one, Christ-centered 
care to people experiencing grief, 
divorce, major illness, loneliness, 
financial stress, or other life 
difficulties.  To learn more, talk with 
a Stephen Leader at St. Paul today.

Karen Baker (734) 730-8842 
Jane Burch (734) 277-5315 
Cherise Callahan (734) 935-8775

*name has been changed to protect 

confidentiality

Stephen Ministers Serve God, Help Others, and Grow Spiritually
Cherise Callahan, St. Paul Stephen Ministry Leader

Through the generosity of Nick and Susan Agar-Genova a special gifts fund has 
been established to support our Downtown altar floral arrangements.  This gift was 
made in memory of Sharon Genova and Muriel Frederick.  Sharon loved her garden 
flowers and Muriel was responsible for managing the altar floral arrangements for 
many decades.

Would you like to help beautify the Downtown sanctuary with flowers for worship 
services as a  memorial, recognition of a special occasion, or other special 
dedication? The church office will order the flowers for you!   The 
cost is just $50 for 2 matching floral arrangements delivered to the 
church. They may be taken home after the Sunday 10:45am service, 
or they can be donated. To sign up to order flowers you can either 
call the church office (734-665-9117) or use the Signup Genius link 
by scanning the QR code provided here. 
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Seminary Spotlight: Peter Burch

Dear Friends and Donors, 

I hope everyone had a great 
thanksgiving and Christmas; I 
was thankfully able to head home 
for the holidays. I took that break 
time to go back to my old job at the 
bakery I used to work at and make 
some additional money to help 
with expenses for this semester. 
When I think about the fact that my 
old job let me come back and work 
for a month on such short notice 
it makes me think of the basic 
request in the Lord’s Prayer for my 
daily bread, God has allowed me to 
have such blessings in my life and 
I know that he will provide further 
blessings in my life. 

As for classes, I finished up my 
first semester and really enjoyed 
both the project about my field 
work church’s history as well as 

the exegetical paper I wrote on 
Matthew 3:13-17. In the project 
I was able to look at both my 
church’s history as well as specific 
things within the church that 
held special meaning, such as the 
stained-glass panels that were 
made by a former member of the 
church. I was also able to learn 
about why some of the members 
chose that particular church and 
some of the unique stories that 
helped form the identity of the 
church. The exegetical paper I 
wrote that I really enjoyed was 
on the baptism of Jesus as told by 
Matthew. In this paper I was able to 
do an in depth look at the different 
themes within Matthew as a whole 
and how he brought them to the 
forefront during the Baptism. An 
example of some of those themes 
are Jesus is the Messiah (Christ) 
and not just another prophet, as 
well as Jesus taking the full sin of 
the world upon himself. 

In the current semester I am 
taking six classes, but four of them 
are half semester classes, so only 
four at a time. As of writing this 
I am taking “The Pastor and the 
Church in Mission”, which focuses 
on the reason for missions as well 

as the practical side of them. I am 
also taking “Synoptic Gospels”. In 
this class we are looking at the 
three synoptic gospels, and my 
particular class is focusing on 
Luke. The next class is “Creeds 
and Confessions” which is 
furthering our understanding 
of what is contained within the 
creeds and confessions that we as 
Lutherans subscribe to. And the 
final class I have at the moment is 
“Homiletics” where I am learning 
how to preach, and hopefully will 
learn how to keep a sermon from 
becoming boring. The two classes 
that I will have during the second 
half of the semester are “The 
Roman Catholic Reformation” 
and “The Pauline Epistles” both of 
which I am looking forward to. 

I can say that 
my time so far at 
Concordia St. Louis 
has been a blessing 
and I pray that 
what I am learning 
here will go on to 
lead more people 
to Christ’s love. 

God’s Blessings, 
Peter Burch

You did it. You made a difference. 

You heard the cry for help, and you responded with your gift of 250 total sack 
lunches received on 3/28/2022! The clients, patients, volunteers, and staff at Hope 
Clinic thank you. You’re making lives better. Hope Clinic continues to partner 

with you to make lives better, serving the whole person 
by providing integrated free medical, dental, food, and 
behavioral health; all in Jesus’ name. Jesus said, ‘I tell 
you the truth when you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’

Thank you and God bless you - this was a great help!
Rev. M. Douglas Campbell, Hope Clinic CEO

March A2 CityServe: Thank You from Hope Clinic



To learn more about the ministries of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School Ann Arbor,  
including daily devotions, Bible studies, online worship, upcoming events  

and more, visit our website at:  
www.stpaulannarbor.org and sign up for our weekly email newsletter!

Registration for Vacation Bible School closes June 1st!
Our planning team is excited to be preparing for Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2022. This year, VBS 
will be taking place in-person and mostly outside. If bad weather comes our way the week of VBS, 
we have back-up locations inside to use too. The week of June 20, we will gather here at St. Paul 
Lutheran School from 9:00 am until noon. Registration for both participants and volunteers is now 
open. There are many volunteer opportunities for people to serve and build relationships with 
fellow Christians and with children in our church and in our community. We are especially looking 
for crew leaders. Crew leaders don’t have to prepare anything in advance. They just show up to 
one of our volunteer training sessions and then show up to VBS and guide children through each 
station. As a high school and college student, I was blessed to serve as a crew leader for VBS many 
times and if you love children, this is probably the most rewarding volunteer position you can have. 
It is a blessing to see children growing in their faith in many places. Children have opportunities to 
experience faith growth at home, at church and at school. VBS is a fun way for them to experience 
that during the summer and there are so many ways you can be involved with that no matter your 
age. 

REGISTER NOW - Registration for VBS 2022 closes June 1st! 
To register your child(ren) for VBS or to find out how you can be involved 
with VBS this summer, please scan the QR code for more information or 

email Lexie Brown, Family Life Director at lbrown@stpaulannarbor.org.

http://www.stpaulannarbor.org

