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What Do You Do for the Community
That Has Everything?

Friends, what do you do for the community that thinks it has everything? 
This has been one of the questions discussed by the vision team over 
the last year. Ann Arbor itself is a city that seems to need nothing. At the 
center of our city is one of the most powerful educational institutions in the 
United States. The demographics of Ann Arbor show a city full of young 
people, median age of 27-28 years old, and Ann Arbor consistently ranks 
as the most educated city in the United States. Household income too is 
over 10% above the state median average. Don’t get me wrong; there are 
many people who have significant needs in our community. But Ann Arbor, 
broadly speaking, is a city that thinks it has everything: education, income, 
and professional fulfillment. So, what do we, as people of God in the Ann 
Arbor area, do for the city that has everything?

As a vision team, we’ve been talking about our long-term spiritual vision. 
How is God leading St. Paul into ministry with the Ann Arbor community 
over the next 5-7 years? One of our tasks is to figure out what problem we 
are going to address. What problem do we see in our congregation or in our 
community that we can work on together, unite in ministry together, by the 
grace of God and the movement of the Holy Spirit? In this way, the question 
of what we do for the city that has everything has been regularly in our 
prayers and at the front of our minds as we’ve listened to the congregation 
and discussed among ourselves where God is leading St. Paul.

In this process of discernment and prayer, we believe that God has led us 
to focus on the problem of disconnection, of alienation and loneliness. 
Ann Arbor is a community that may seem to have everything, but so many 

By: Pastor Ted Hopkins

SPRING 2026

Sowing Truth. Building Faith. Shining Love. 

(cont’d on pg. 3)
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Celebrating Principal Bob Burgess

After 11 years of dedicated service to St. Paul School and 
42 years in ministry, our Principal, Bob Burgess, will be 
retiring at the end of this school year.

Throughout his time at St. Paul 
Ann Arbor, Mr. Burgess has been a 
steady and faithful leader, guiding 
our preschool through 8th-grade 
community with wisdom, care, 
and a deep commitment to Christ-
centered education. His passion for 
sharing Jesus’ love with children 
and their families has made a 
lasting and meaningful impact.

Pastor Neuendorf remembers when 
Bob came to St. Paul. “I suppose it 
would sound disrespectful to make 
comparisons to a cartoon character, 
Bob the Builder, but I will always 
remember Bob for his passion for 
moving ahead. ‘Yes, we can!’ was the 
way that Bob approached improving 
the school, recruiting new students, 
elevating our performance, building 
our image, and especially leading 

children to know Jesus. He saw new uses for our old 
facility. He led the remodeling of the old music room to 
serve as a more useful and attractive multi-purpose 
space. He transformed what we always called “the small 
gym” into a true gathering space, not just a coat of paint 
and a renaming, but with a new vision for how our facility 
could be a warmer and more welcoming place.

“Bob was a solid partner during the 
hard pandemic year. That was difficult 
for all of us, but Bob kept ahead of 
the constantly changing demands in 
the education world and the public 
health requirements and he got 
things done when the pressure to 

perform was especially high. That, I think, is what I most 
appreciated about Bob. When something needed to get 
done, his spirit was always, ‘yes, we can!’”

Never one to stand still, Bob 
has consistently looked ahead—
seeking ways to faithfully use 
the gifts and resources God 
has provided to strengthen our 
school and expand its impact. 
From hiring and calling dedicated, 
Christ-centered teachers and 
staff and improving on aging 
facilities, to encouraging SPAA’s 
updated branding and the Serving 
Generations Building Campaign, 
his leadership has help to shape 
our school and it’s future.

We are deeply grateful for Bob’s servant leadership, his 
can-do spirit, and the strong foundation of faith he has 
helped cultivate within our school.

As he steps into retirement, we thank God for Mr. Burgess’ 
many years of ministry and pray for His continued 
blessings in this next chapter. His legacy at St. Paul will 
not be forgotten.

By: Natalie Nesbitt & Pastor Don Neuendorf
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people lack deep and meaningful relationships. Ann Arbor 
is a transient community with many moving in and moving 
out, which contributes to this problem of few meaningful 
relationships. And loneliness is an epidemic in the United 
States in general, declared so by the surgeon general in 
2023. Half of Americans are afflicted by the problem of 
social isolation, and Ann Arbor’s transience only makes 
this general problem worse. In addition, less than 32% of 
people in Washtenaw County are members of religious 
communities and lack any meaningful relationship with 
God. In short, God made us for relationships, but people 
in our community often lack meaningful relationships with 
others or with God.

If we are honest, St. Paul as a congregation hasn’t always 
been the best at this either. Our last senior pastor search 
revealed that while we are warm and welcoming to those 
already on the inside, it can be difficult for newcomers 
to break in—often leaving them feeling isolated and 
alone. We have people within our church who need more 
connections, more relationship, not only a deeper faith 
in God but more unity and friendships with the people of 
God. I believe that we are doing better on this, friends! 
Yet, we still have more to do. God is calling us to dive into 
relationships with each other, to be warm, welcoming, and 
hospitable—all things that God has abundantly given to 
each of us in Christ Jesus. We want everyone who enters 
St. Paul to know they are seen, known, and loved by God 
and by us. And God has uniquely placed St. Paul in the Ann 

Arbor area to extend this purpose those who haven’t yet 
entered our community or might be just on the periphery 
as part of our school or preschool. God is calling us to 
create meaningful connections with people so that they 
might know God’s grace in Jesus Christ in a community of 
love.

In the next few months, you’ll begin to hear about our 
new vision that will challenge all of us to make meaningful 
connections with people: to welcome neighbors into 
community, to reach out to someone who needs a friend, 
to invite a neighbor into a small group, community group, 
Bible study, or to church. But, friends, why wait until you 
hear about the specific vision statement? God already 
loves you in Jesus with an everlasting love that He has 
poured out on you, and He pours out his grace on you by 
the Holy Spirit. God has brought you into the community 
of His church, into St. Paul, where you have friends who 
deeply care about you. Why not start to give this same 
gift away already today? The people in Ann Arbor—and 
our surrounding communities—need it.

... the Community That Has Everything  cont’d from cover

3000 Eggs and 355 Kids - an Easter Celebration!
By: Elise Snapper, Director of Admissions

(cont’d on pg.11)

We were thrilled to wel-
come 241 families and 355 
children to our campus for 
this year’s Easter Festival! 
It was a wonderful morn-
ing of celebration and 
community fun. Between 
the live petting zoo, crafts, 
the coffee truck, and the 
3,000-egg scramble, it 
was a fantastic way to kick 
off the season with our 
neighbors.

As we looked back at the 
registration data, it was 

clear that we reached far beyond our own walls:

Welcoming New Neighbors: 
About 37% of our guests were visiting us for the first 
time or joined us from outside our immediate church and 
school family.

The Power of an Invitation: 
Social media was a massive driver this year, helping 46% 
of families find us! At the same time, our personal com-
munity remains strong—31% of guests joined us because 
one of you personally invited them. 

The Next Generation: 
Nearly 68% of the children in attendance were age 6 or 

“God made us for relationships, 
but people in our community often 

lack meaningful relationships 
with others or with God.”

Cover photo: Fun at the Visual Faith table at our Easter Festival in March!

Photo courtesy of Jessica Rudy
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Breaking Ground at SPAA - So Much to Celebrate!

The sun was shining, 
trumpets were sounding, 
children were cheering, 
and adults were 
praising God in song—
our groundbreaking 
ceremony on April 26 
truly could not have been 
more joyful. (And yes… 
there were even dirt & 
worms pudding cups!)

Following worship, St. 
Paul families made their 
way around the building to 
the future site of a brand-
new media center for St. 
Paul School—just one 
exciting piece of a much 
larger vision through 
our Serving Generations 
Building Campaign, with 
construction anticipated 
to begin this summer.

God has blessed SPAA 
beyond measure. Not 
only through financial 
provision, but through 
a community of people 
who love their Savior 
deeply and are eager to 
share the Good News of 
salvation in Christ Jesus. 
This spirit of generosity 
and mission is part of 
what has made this 
project possible. 

As we look ahead, we 
rejoice in what God will 
do through these new 
spaces: a beautiful and 
functional parking lot, a 
state-of-the-art media 
center, and expanded 
preschool classrooms 
that will teach even more 
students and connect 
their families to the Body 

of Christ. These additions will impact future generations 
and help our community to see how God shines through 
our church and school.

By: Natalie Nesbitt, Director of Communications and David Theuerkorn, Business Manager

(cont’d on pg.5)Groundbreaking photos courtesy of Abi Schmit (Abi Schmit Photography)

“We are so excited to see 
St. Paul grow and add on 
to the building! These new 
additions will provide 
amazing opportunities for 
our children to grow, learn, 
and play. We are incredibly 
excited to see our school 
expand, as these resources 
will enrich the education 
of all St. Paul students and set a wonderful 
foundation for their future. We have added 
on so much since I started Kindergarten at St. 
Paul about 28 years ago, and it has been so fun 
to be part of these exciting changes over the 
years. We love our St. Paul community!”

— Kelsey Neuendorf
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Breaking Ground at SPAA ... cont’d from pg. 4

Ok, so we’ve broken ground… now what?
Pending final permit approval from the City of Ann Arbor 
(anticipated late May), site work will begin right away! 
Here’s what to expect:

Parking Lot Construction (3 Phases):

•	 Phase 1 (Blue): Construction of new access 
roads, including a drop-off route and a 
required fire lane behind the building. 

•	 Phase 2 (Pink): Replacement of the first 
half of the existing parking lot (closest to 
the school). 

•	 Phase 3 (Yellow): Replacement of the 
remaining section near the gym. 

Our goal is to have the parking lot as complete as possible 
by the start of the school year, though work will likely 
continue into early fall.

During this time, interior preparation work will also begin. 
Construction of the new building structure cannot start 
until site work is approximately 90% complete—so vertical 
building is expected later in the fall.

Tentative Project Timeline
•	 Site Work (parking lot, roads, drainage, utilities): 

May 2026 – Fall 2026 
•	 Building Shell (new addition): Fall 2026 –  

Late Winter 2026/27 
•	 Interior Construction (HVAC, fire protection, 

finishes): Winter 2026/27 – Late Spring 2027 
•	 Final Renovations & Completion:  

Spring 2027 – Fall 2027 

(Please note: all dates are tentative and subject to change.)

What to Expect This Summer
 

Construction will be visible and active throughout the 
summer and into the fall. You can expect:

•	 Heavy equipment and construction materials 
on-site 

•	 Temporary fencing and barriers 
•	 At least 50% of the parking lot under 

construction at any given time 
 
This will require patience, flexibility, and perhaps some 
creative parking on Sunday mornings. As new access 
roads are completed (early to mid-summer), additional 
temporary parking options may become available. We 
appreciate your flexibility during this time. 

Looking Ahead: 
How Can You Be Part of the Next Steps?

Approximately $400,000 in pledged gifts from the original 
campaign are still currently being collected. In addition, 
future fundraising efforts will focus on furnishing the new 
media center and preschool classroom. More details will 
be shared soon!

To Give: 
For more information on the project and 
the different ways you can give scan the 
QR code or visit our website at www.
stpaulannarbor.org. 

Thank you!
Thank you for your continued 
generosity, prayers, and support as we 
step forward together in faith. God is 
doing something special here—and we 
are excited and grateful to be part of it!
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Hey Pastor: What’s the Difference Between Alleluia and 
Hallelujah? 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Blessed Eastertide, everyone! (“tide” comes from the Old 
English way of saying ‘time’ or ‘season’. The hymn, “This 
Joyful Eastertide,” LSB 482, written in 1894, also uses this 
phrase.) During this season, we shout and sing Alleluias 
repeatedly. Appropriately, I was asked this “Hey, Pastor” 
question on Easter Sunday morning. It’s understandable, 
because in the 9:00 service, we used Alleluia throughout 
the service until the choir sang the Hallelujah Chorus from 
Handel’s Messiah as the Postlude. So what’s going on 
here? Why the difference? And can you teach me some 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin along the way?

HALELU-YAH

First of all, the word is originally a Hebrew compound 
word meaning “Praise Yahweh” or “Praise the LORD.” The 
Hebrew word Halal (לַלָה) means “Praise.” When Halal is 
combined with God’s name, Yahweh (הוהי), we get the 
word Hallelujah. (Fun fact: Yahweh is written as LORD 
in small caps when this name of God occurs in the Old 
Testament). Hallelujah (הָֽי ־וּלְלַֽה)ּ appears 23 times in the 
Old Testament and only in the last third of the book of 
Psalms. Many of these Psalms were written for Temple 
worship. Psalms 113-118 were especially sung during the 
Passover season. And Psalm 150 appropriately concludes 
the book of Psalms, calling on all people to praise Yahweh. 
(Praise the LORD  - Hallelujah!)

WHAT ABOUT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT? 

The word, transliterated into Greek, is similarly pronounced 
“hal-lay-loo-ee-ah” (ἁλληλουϊά). This word only occurs 
four times in the New Testament, all in Revelation 19:1-
6, as the multitude gathers around Yahweh’s throne and 
praises Him, proclaiming what He’s done. I know this is all 
Greek to you, but bear with me for a minute. This Greek 
word is then often written in English as “Hallelujah” - that  
apostrophe on top of the alpha (α) at the beginning of 
the word (ἁλληλουϊά) indicates that the alpha is spoken 
with rough breathing, or an “h” sound. The alternative, 
an apostrophe facing the opposite direction (ἀ), would 
indicate that the word is spoken with a soft “a” sound…

WHY ALLELUIA WITH AN A AND NOT AN H?

In the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, many people spoke 
Latin along the coasts of Northern Africa. To spread the 
gospel and share the Bible in these areas, the Bible was 
translated into Latin so that this population could read it. 
The Vetus Latina, the translation of the Bible into Latin in 
the 2nd Century (the 100s AD), is likely the earliest Latin 
translation of the Bible into another language, aside from 
Greek and Hebrew. In this manuscript, Revelation 19:1 
records the word proclaimed to Yahweh, transliterated 
into Latin as “alleluia.” “Alleluia” is translated the same 
way in the Latin Vulgate of the 4th Century AD, the same 
period when Latin replaced Greek as the language of 
the Roman Empire and became the primary language 
of the church. This led to the common “alleluia” spelling 
in worship, even though “Hallelujah (with a soft “j” like a 
“y” sound) is actually the way the word is pronounced in 
Hebrew and Greek. 

WOW, I’M GLAD I ASKED

And I’m glad you did, too. I actually didn’t know much 
about the Vetus Latina translation until looking deeper 
into this. 

In the end, when we use this term in worship, whether we 
say Alleluia or Hallelujah, what we’re really saying is Praise 
Yahweh. And we can certainly praise Him this Eastertide 
and every day, because Christ is Risen!

Do You Have a Hey Pastor Question? 

We’d love to know what it is! Just 
email Pastor Roggow at: aroggow@
stpaulannarbor.org

By: Pastor Aaron Roggow

Do you have a 
“Hey, Pastor” 

question?

We’d love to know! 
Just send your question to 
Pastor Roggow at: 
aroggow@stpaulannarbor.org 
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A Letter from our Director of Family Life Ministry

Dear members of St. Paul Lutheran Church,

Nearly 5 years ago you called me to serve as your 
Director of Family Life Ministry. I am so thankful for the 
opportunities I have had to serve here in your midst. It 
has been incredible to see God at work in this place and 
people coming to faith through the ministry here. St. Paul 
has been my church home for nearly 8 years as I attended
services here during my time as a college student at 
CUAA. I am very grateful for the many mentors who have 
poured into me and it has been a blessing to invest in the 
ministry and the people here.

I recently got engaged to be married to Joshua 
Haubenstricker of Frankenmuth, MI. We are getting 
married this summer and will be moving to Saginaw. My 
last day at St. Paul will be June 28, 2026. I will miss serving 
at St. Paul very much and am sad to be leaving. This is 
a very bittersweet time for me. I greatly appreciate your 
prayers as Josh and I prepare for this exciting next step 
in our lives.

Our church staff will be relying more heavily on lay 
leadership of many of the ministry areas I currently 
oversee. If you are feeling led to step up and take on more 
leadership in an area of ministry, I would be happy to talk 
more with you about that over these next few months. 
I trust that God will continue to guide and care for this 
wonderful congregation into the future.

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
my prayer with joy, because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now.”    
Philippians 1:3-5 ESV

In Christ,
Lexie Brown
Director of Family Life Ministry

By: Lexie Brown

Stephen Ministers - Ready to Listen & Pray for You!
Have you ever wished you had someone to talk to about 
something going on in your life?  You could turn to an 
online chat robot - or you could get in contact with 
Stephen Ministry and be paired with a highly trained 
Christian person who cares about you and what you are 
going through and will keep it confidential.  Most people 
think of Stephen Ministry as being for those who have 
experienced a death in the family, but we want you to 
know that we are here and have been trained for so much 
more than that. Are you or do you know of someone who 
is experiencing a difficult illness, a divorce, loss of a job, 
adoption or birth, foster care, a difficult time with a child, 
a move, problems at work, caring for a loved one who is ill,  
or any other similar difficult time when it would be nice to 
have a person who cares and wants to listen?  We currently 
have many Stephen Ministers waiting for a chance to be 
there for you, but we need you to ask.  If you have a friend 
who could use Stephen Ministry all we ask is that you ask 

them first if it is okay with them to pass on their name to 
one of our Stephen leaders or if contacting us for yourself, 
you may request a Stephen Minister by contacting Cherise 
Callahan at 734-395-8775 or Karen Baker at 734-730-
8842.
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Puerto Rico FORO Conference
By: Shannon Seehafer

As some of you know Tyler 
Seehafer (my husband) has a 
huge passion for missions. He has 
always had a heart for reaching 
the lonely and showing God’s love 
to the unloved. This passion of his 
has been so inspiring to me since 
we first started dating. I loved 
hearing stories of all his travels 
and how God worked through 
him. Ever since I have wanted the 
opportunity to join him. Early in 

our relationship I chaperoned a few youth group mission 
trips with him. These trips were such a blessing and they 
helped me gain a better understanding of the need for 
missions.

Over the past year, Tyler has begun 
leading mission trips through St. 
Paul. St. Paul is partnered with a 
church in Puerto Rico, where James 
and Christel Neuendorf serve. I 
was blessed with the opportunity 
to join Tyler for a conference at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
in Mayagüez, Puerto Rico. The 
conference brought together 
pastors from several LCMS church 
plants across Puerto Rico, along 
with one or two representatives 
from each supporting church. Tyler and I attended as 
representatives of St. Paul. The purpose of the conference 
was to discuss what each church is currently doing, share 
goals, exchange ideas and strategies and review their 
budgets and financial needs.

This incredible trip gave me understanding as well as set 
my heart on fire for the work being done there. 

God’s creation in Puerto Rico is breathtaking! I am always 
in awe of Him, especially when I get to explore, experience 
and see His work in nature. It was incredible being able to 
stand in one spot and see palm trees, mountains, and the 
ocean! I was thankful that Tyler and I had some extra days 
to explore and admire God’s creation, but the real beauty 
was in witnessing His work through the missions team.

On Thursday March 5th, we were able to meet the whole 
mission team and fellow partners at Prince of Peace Church 
in Mayeguez, for dinner and fellowship. I unfortunately 
was not feeling well, which was very frustrating as I was 
really looking forward to getting to meet everyone. But 
as usual God uses our pain for good and I was able to 
experience their hospitality and tenderness in a way I 
wouldn’t have otherwise. The women on this team are so 
kind, loving, gracious and caring. They helped me feel so 
seen, understood, and cared for. Fortunately, after this 
first day I was able to push through and attend the rest of 
the conference. 

(cont’d on pg.9)
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Puerto Rico FORO... cont’d from pg. 8

I was so thankful and I truly got to see the heart of this 
team. They have such an incredible love for Jesus and 
such a passion for sharing His love and wisdom. It was 
awe inspiring to witness. They have taken so much time 
to truly get to know and understand the culture they are 
living in and the most effective ways to share the love 
of Jesus. One of the pastors spoke on this and shared 
how important it is to understand the culture they are in. 
Witchcraft is a prominent practice as well as some local 
churches taking
advantage of the hearts of Jesus’ people with false 
teachings. Therefore the missionaries must be 
knowledgeable of this as well as the character, struggles, 
upbringing, and language of the people of this culture. 
This takes some true commitment and wisdom! Each 
team member has such character, strength, and faith 
that Jesus is there, present, and working through them. 
We were able to hear each of the pastors along with their 
incredible wives speak and share what they are doing to 
build God’s kingdom. These congregations are growing so 
fast and the team is working so hard to continue doing 
God’s work. They are bringing Jesus to people in several 
different ways. 

Outreach to the community is a huge focus and they 
do this through many special events. They also have a 
beautiful. room connected to the church where children 
can come after school to play, along with disaster relief 
efforts, English classes, and a Lutheran podcast hosted 
by Pastor James Neuendorf. The team continues to work 
together to create events and opportunities to bring 
people to Jesus. 

During the conference we heard countless stories of 
people learning the truth of Jesus for the first time, being 
so hungry to learn more, and then deciding to become 
a part of His family through baptism. One of the stories 
shared at the conference was about a young girl (around 
the age of 10). This is my daughter’s age - so this story 
really touched me. She first learned about Jesus through 
taking an English class the mission team offers at Source 
of Life in Ponce. She was so in awe of Jesus that she 
could not wait to share about Him with her family. She 
brought her family to church and now they are all baptized 
members at Source of Life. This precious girl has such a 
heart on fire for Jesus that she asked Christel if she could 
become a pastor! Through that conversation and learning 
she now has the goal to become a deaconess!

On Sunday we had the wonderful opportunity to worship 
at Source of Life where James and Christel lead. Worship 
was beautiful - even though I could not understand a word 

he was saying (I do not speak any Spanish). There we got 
to meet the girl we heard so much about as well as some 
of her family. You could just see the love for Jesus exuding 
from her! We also got to meet a newly married couple. The 
man Shauki was at the time going through confirmation. 
I had the opportunity to pray for him after our visit as 
Christel shared that often the enemy attacks just before 
these incredible days of declaring faith. Shortly after she 
sent me pictures of his successful confirmation day as you 
can see in the pictures! 

After worship they led a 
Bible study, we all shared 
a meal together and then 
everyone went home. But 
not Pastor Neuendorf, 
he spent hours after with 
a young man who just 
wanted to talk and ask 
questions about Jesus. It 

was beautiful. During that time Christel took Karen and 
Don Neuendorf, Bill (supporter), and Tyler and I to go 
explore downtown Ponce. During our exploring we ran into 
a lovely lady named Rosa. She was so overjoyed to see 
Christel and they embraced in a hug. Rosa knew Christel 
from attending their church, but hadn’t been in some time 
due to her work schedule. You could just see her love for 
Christel and the impact she has had on her. 

We gathered that evening for dinner at one of the pastors’ 
homes and shared stories, thankful for our time together, 
we prayed and said our goodbyes. I am so thankful that 
our church has the opportunity to support these incredible 
people. The LCMS church in Puerto Rico is growing fast 
and could use all the prayers and support as God works 
through them. Right now, they are actively working on a 
new church plant that is ready to launch as soon as funding 
becomes available and there are five more already being 
planned. I would encourage you all to prayerfully consider 
praying for them on a regular basis and ask God to see if 
He is calling you to do more. People are truly finding truth 
through these faithful and courageous hearts for Jesus!
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A New Youth Center!
By: Tyler Seehafer, Director of Youth, Media & Missions

As many of you have heard, we now 
have a new youth center at our Liberty 
location! We are fully moved in and put-
ting on a few final touches, but we’ve 
already been using the space for the 
past few months.

We feel incredibly blessed to step into 
this new environment and transform it 
into a place where students can gath-
er for faith, fellowship, and community. 
This space provides more opportunities 
for students to spread out, connect, and 
engage in meaningful ways. It also helps 
create a more welcoming atmosphere 
compared to a packed youth house, 
allowing for multiple areas where stu-
dents can gather during events.

We invite you to come check out the 
space! We’re excited to see how God 
will continue to use it and look for-
ward to welcoming even more students 
through the doors.

We are excited to share that 17 of our junior high students 
will be heading to Frankenmuth this summer for the Mich-
igan District Jr. High Gathering, and 32 of our high school 
students will be traveling to Mackinac Island for the Sr. 
High Gathering!

These events are incredible opportunities for our students 
to grow in their faith through Bible study, worship, fellow-
ship, and plenty of fun alongside hundreds of other stu-
dents from across Michigan. It’s always encouraging to 
see them experience the larger body of Christ in such a 
meaningful way.

We are thankful for the strong interest and enthusiasm 
from our students and families to be part of these gath-
erings. Please keep them in your prayers—for safe travels, 
for deepening faith, and for meaningful connections. We 
also ask that you lift up our leaders, who will be guiding, 
supporting, and caring for our students throughout these 
events.

We look forward to all that God will do through these 
gatherings!

Summer Youth Gatherings

BEFORE...

AFTER!!!
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3000 Eggs ...  cont’d from pg. 3

younger, bringing a wonderful (and high-energy!) in-
flux of young families to our campus.

The highlight for many was seeing the kids’ faces as 
they collected eggs and hunted for the “Golden Tick-
ets” hidden in the fields, which won them one of our 
17 custom Easter baskets. Whether it was a toddler 
meeting a pony for the first time or parents catching 
up over a latte while kids crafted, the morning was 
exactly what we hoped for: a chance to connect.

A huge thank you to the volunteers who handled ev-
erything from the “3,000 egg” prep to the parking 
lot logistics, set up, and clean up. You made the day 
a success, and I’m so grateful to be part of a com-
munity that opens its doors so warmly to our neigh-
bors. We already look forward to doing it all again 
next year! Easter Festival photos courtesy of Abi Schmit (Abi Schmit Photography)



To learn more about the ministries of St. Paul Ann Arbor visit our website at: 
www.stpaulannarbor.org

If you would like to submit an article or news item for any of the St. Paul communications  
please contact Natalie Nesbitt, Media Outreach Coordinator at nnesbitt@stpaulannarbor.org.

We equip families and individuals to know Christ, 
to discover truth, and to create meaningful connections.

PTL Auction Highlights - Night at the Derby!

St. Paul School was off to the races for 
the “Night at the Derby” auction on April 
18! Together, we raised over $70,000 
for school improvements including sun 
shades for the playground and new 
outdoor basketball hoops. We were also 
able to contribute to the Scholarship 
Endowment Fund. Thank you to everyone 
who attended, and also to those who 
donated items or monetary gifts to help 
us accomplish these goals. We hope 
you’ll join us next year at our next annual 
auction to support the ministry of St. 
Paul School!

By: Carolyn Steenstra


