
Welcome to Worship

October 25, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Reformation Sunday Sunday, October 25, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to St. Paul Ann Arbor!

We are so glad you�re here. At St. Paul, we value unity. Whether you are a

long-time member or visiting for the first time, we want you to feel connected

to one another and to the hope we have in Jesus.

Getting Connected

Our pastors would love to meet you! If they don�t get a chance to greet you

before the service, please stop by afterward to say hi. 

! The Black Folder: Guests, please find the folder at the end of your row to

share your name and contact info. We�d love to know more about you!

! What�s Next? Flip to the back page of this worship folder to see upcoming

events and groups for connecting with others and serving the community.

! Coffee & Discipleship: Coffee is available in the gathering area off the

front of the sanctuary. Also, join us Sundays at 9:45 AM for �Discipleship

Hour.� Coffee, treats, and Discipleship activities for all ages!

About Holy Communion

In Holy Communion, God�s people gather as Jesus taught, united in what we

believe. Sharing the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod (LCMS), we confess that this meal is more than a symbol. We confess

(believe, speak, and live this truth): 

! Jesus gives His true body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy

Communion for the forgiveness of sins.

! God�Father, Son, and Holy Spirit�gives His gift of salvation in Baptism.

! We are sinners who need the gifts Jesus offers by His death and

resurrection, as God promises in His inspired Word (the Bible).

! Holy Communion is something God gives His people as we gather for

forgiveness and for the strength to live in God�s Word by the Holy Spirit

and to daily follow Jesus.

Should I commune? If you share this confession of faith, we welcome you to

the table! If you have questions or hold different beliefs from those above,

we invite you to come forward for a blessing (simply cross your arms over

your chest). A pastor also would love to chat with you before or after the

service to learn more.

Families with Children

We love having kids in worship! (Yes, even if they�re wiggling or crying.) If

you are here with children, please know there are Activity Bags and

Children�s Bulletins at any entrance. Need a break? A Cry Room is available at

the rear of the sanctuary, while a nursery is located just below the main

entrance. Our hospitality team is happy to guide you to any of these spots.
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Agincourt Hymn Raymond D. Burkhart (1961�2020)

A Mighty Fortress Martin Luther/arr. Paul Klintworth

RINGING OF THE BELL

WORDS OF WELCOME

P: Reformation Sunday is a special day to celebrate our history by remembering the

story of Martin Luther; and it is a perfect opportunity to rejoice in the freedom we

have been given from sin and death through Jesus Christ alone. By gathering to

receive His Word and to share in His Supper, we come to know yet again the

eternal Gospel that is being proclaimed to all who dwell on earth. This good news

not only sets us free from our captivity to sin and death, but it also enables us to

live a life of freedom in Christ and boldly share with others how they, too, may be

set free. The same Savior who speaks His Word to us says to all who will listen: �So

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed� (John 8:36).

HYMN �A Mighty Fortress Is Our God�   LSB# 656

Introduction

Stanza 1:  All

Stanza 2:  All

Stanza 3:  Choir

Interlude

Stanza 4:  All arr. Michael D. Costello (b. 1979)

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

1 John 1:8�9 / Romans 3:23�24 / John 8:31�32

P: �If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.�

C: �For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.�

P: �But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.�

C: �We are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.�

1

P: Jesus calls us to abide in His Word�to dwell and be at home in His Word. Jesus� Word is

the only place where we can find the absolute guarantee of sins forgiven, hope restored,

and freedom in new life granted as children of God the Father.

C: �If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the

truth will set you free.�

P: Today, Jesus calls us to come to Him, confess our sins, and be filled with His pardon and

peace. He will renew us by His Word, strengthen us at His Table, and send us forth with

His blessing to proclaim His message of freedom to all creation.

C: Gracious and merciful Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of repentance, we

humbly bow before You and confess our sins.

We have turned away from the truth of Your Word, choosing to hear a voice filled with

disappointment and empty promises.

By what we have thought, by what we have done, and by what we have failed to do, we

have broken Your commands and are deserving of Your punishment.

For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, set us free from this captivity. Enable us by Your

Holy Spirit to live under You in Your kingdom, and to serve You in everlasting

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.  Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

John 20:19�23 / 8:36

P: Friends in Christ, we join with all God�s people throughout the world in thanks and praise

for the salvation found in His grace alone through faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The unfailing Gospel of Jesus Christ� His life, death, and resurrection, is the central truth

in His life-saving, life-changing Word. It has the power to set us free from sin as we cling

to our Savior by faith. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His

authority, I forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  T Son and

of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

P: �If the Son sets you free,

C: You will be free indeed!�
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OUR RESPONSE �Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word� (LSB# 655)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.

C: Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth,

P: Protect and deliver us in times of temptation,

C: Defend us against all enemies,

P: And, through the abiding Word of Your Son,

C: Free us from our sin that we may know Your saving peace;

P: Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

3

We Hear the Word of God

FIRST READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Revelation 14:6�7

6

 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim

to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 
7

 And

he said with a loud voice, �Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his

judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the

springs of water.�   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Romans 3:19�28

19

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so

that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to

God. 
20

 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since

through the law comes knowledge of sin.

21

 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although

the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it� 
22

 the righteousness of God through faith

in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23

 for all have sinned and

fall short of the glory of God, 
24

 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25

 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his

blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God�s righteousness, because in his

divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
26

 It was to show his righteousness

at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in

Jesus. 
27

 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a

law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28

 For we hold that one is justified by faith

apart from works of the law.   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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CHORAL PSALM

for REFORMATION �Psalm XLVI� John Ness Beck (1930�1986)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear though the earth be removed,

and the mountains be carried away to the very midst of the sea.

Though the waters roar and the mountains quake at His majesty.

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God,

the holy place of the tabernacle, the holy place of the Lord.

God is in the midst of her; She shall not be moved:

He shall defend her from the night through the dawn.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted above all nations, I will be exalted upon the earth.

      (Congregation joins) A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;

Our helper He amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.

His everlasting love will guide us from above.

All glory to His name, from age to age the same:

His kingdom is forever!

...Forever, and ever, and ever. Amen!

HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   John 8:31�36

31

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, �If you abide in my word, you are

truly my disciples, 
32

 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.� 
33

 They

answered him, �We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.

How is it that you say, �You will become free�?� 
34

 Jesus answered them, �Truly, truly, I

say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 
35

 The slave does not remain in

the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36

 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free

indeed.   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

5

HYMN �Salvation unto Us Has Come�   (LSB# 555)

MESSAGE �The Son Sets You Free� John 8:31�36

Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

6



CHORAL PSALM

for REFORMATION �Psalm XLVI� John Ness Beck (1930�1986)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear though the earth be removed,

and the mountains be carried away to the very midst of the sea.

Though the waters roar and the mountains quake at His majesty.

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God,

the holy place of the tabernacle, the holy place of the Lord.

God is in the midst of her; She shall not be moved:

He shall defend her from the night through the dawn.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Be still and know that I am God: I will be exalted above all nations, I will be exalted upon the earth.

      (Congregation joins) A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;

Our helper He amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.

His everlasting love will guide us from above.

All glory to His name, from age to age the same:

His kingdom is forever!

...Forever, and ever, and ever. Amen!

HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   John 8:31�36

31

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, �If you abide in my word, you are

truly my disciples, 
32

 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.� 
33

 They

answered him, �We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.

How is it that you say, �You will become free�?� 
34

 Jesus answered them, �Truly, truly, I

say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 
35

 The slave does not remain in

the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36

 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free

indeed.   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

5

HYMN �Salvation unto Us Has Come�   (LSB# 555)

MESSAGE �The Son Sets You Free� John 8:31�36

Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

6



RESPONSE (Tune: LSB# 555)

Let ev�ryone abide and dwell

In Jesus� Word forever;

His Truth shall then be known full well,

And from sin�s bond will sever.

For in that Word His love we see:

By Jesus� grace we are set free,

And in His hands belonging!

Text: ©2026 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

APOSTLES� CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, please let us know you�re here!  For members and guests who have our Church

Center app, we ask you to please take a moment to Check In and let us know you are in worship with us

today. For our guests and members who do not have our Church Center app, we invite you to please fill

in the requested information in the Friendship Pad (the black folder located at the end of the pew at

the center aisle). Please pass it along for anyone else who might need it.

Want to give electronically? Simply scan the QR code here:

For other giving options, see the end of this worship folder.

VOLUNTARY

7

The Prayers We Bring to God

(LSB# 778)

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, for freedom from our sins, and for our salvation, let us pray to

the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for

freedom to serve our Lord and one another, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house and for all who freely offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to

the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
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PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�
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�O Love, How Deep� LSB# 544

Anthem: �� ??? ()

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in  T peace!

C: Amen.
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PRAYERS for THIS DAY
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WE DEPART WITH THANKS AND PRAISE Post-Communion Canticle

(LSB# 555)

TAKING IT HOME John 8:31,32,36  (ESV)

P: [Jesus said,] �If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the

truth, and the truth will set you free. ...

C: So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

11

HYMN �Thy Strong Word�    LSB# 578

Stanzas 1, 3, 5, 6

POSTLUDE Ebenezer Thomas J. Williams (1869�1944)

adapt. Paul Klintworth

T

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist/Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Lay Reader: Tory Zollinger

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Instrumentalists: St. Paul Brass & Percussion Ensemble

Greeters/Ushers: Tim & Barbara Adler

Hospitality: Nancy Niemela

Elder: Michael Woon

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit  https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/

SERMON NOTES



 
 

 
 

Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 
 

Join us for our “Awaken” Workshop - November 13 & 14 
Want to share your faith with more confidence? Jesus calls us to share the good 
news, but many of us aren’t always sure where to begin. In connection to St. Paul's 
Welcoming Community Vision, we're partnering with Multipli to offer Awaken, a free 
training in relational evangelism. Learn simple tools for sharing the gospel, practice 
real conversations, and receive coaching, feedback, and encouragement along the 
way. This isn’t about having all the answers. It’s about taking a step of faith and 
learning to be more intentional in the relationships God’s already given you. Scan the 
QR code for more details on this workshop and to sign up. 
 
Welcome Moments - Share your stories with us!​
Welcome Moments are seemingly ordinary moments when we notice God at work: 
bringing us grace through others, deepening relationships, encouraging us in faith, 
or opening doors for us to serve, love and share Jesus with our neighbors. We invite 
you to pray every day, asking God to open your eyes to His welcome opportunities. 
As you notice a welcome moment, please share it with us! Together we want to 
discover the many ways God is at work in and through our Welcoming Community.  
Simply scan the QR code to share your stories.  

 
 

Bach Vespers - Sunday, November 15 at 4pm (Downtown Campus)​
Save the date and invite your friends and neighbors! St. Paul Ann Arbor offers 
another in its well-loved Bach Vespers series, presenting the beloved cantatas, 
passions, and oratorios of Johann Sebastian Bach in their original context—the 
beautiful Vespers liturgy. Professional soloists (Claudia Boonenberg, Jennifer Goltz, 
Brian White, and Benton DeGroot) and orchestra join Ann Arbor community singers, 
the St. Paul Bach Choir, St. Paul Brass Ensemble, and The Boychoir of Ann Arbor in 
what has become a wonderful Ann Arbor tradition. The cantata for the November 
15th performance is BWV 147, Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben. Join us for this 
opportunity to experience this exquisite repertoire in the manner it was presented in 
Bach’s day!  




