
Welcome to Worship

August 30, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 30, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to St. Paul Ann Arbor!

We are so glad you�re here. At St. Paul, we value unity. Whether you are a

long-time member or visiting for the first time, we want you to feel connected

to one another and to the hope we have in Jesus.

Getting Connected

Our pastors would love to meet you! If they don�t get a chance to greet you

before the service, please stop by afterward to say hi. 

! The Black Folder: Guests, please find the folder at the end of your row to

share your name and contact info. We�d love to know more about you!

! What�s Next? Flip to the back page of this worship folder to see upcoming

events and groups for connecting with others and serving the community.

About Holy Communion

In Holy Communion, God�s people gather as Jesus taught, united in what we

believe. Sharing the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod (LCMS), we confess that this meal is more than a symbol. We confess

(believe, speak, and live this truth): 

! Jesus gives His true body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy

Communion for the forgiveness of sins.

! God�Father, Son, and Holy Spirit�gives His gift of salvation in Baptism.

! We are sinners who need the gifts Jesus offers by His death and

resurrection, as God promises in His inspired Word (the Bible).

! Holy Communion is something God gives His people as we gather for

forgiveness and for the strength to live in God�s Word by the Holy Spirit

and to daily follow Jesus.

Should I commune? If you share this confession of faith, we welcome you to

the table! If you have questions or hold different beliefs from those above,

we invite you to come forward for a blessing (simply cross your arms over

your chest). A pastor also would love to chat with you before or after the

service to learn more.

Families with Children

We love having kids in worship! (Yes, even if they�re wiggling or crying.) If

you are here with children, please know there are Activity Bags and

Children�s Bulletins at any entrance. Need a break? A Cry Room is available at

the rear of the sanctuary, while a nursery is located just below the main

entrance. Our hospitality team is happy to guide you to any of these spots.
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELL  /  WORDS OF WELCOME

HYMN �Today Your Mercy Calls Us�   (LSB# 915)

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

(with Psalm 103 TLB)

P: Let all that I am praise the Lord; may I never forget the good things He does for me.

C: The Lord is compassionate and merciful, slow to anger, and filled with unfailing love.

P: He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases.

C: He redeems me from death and crowns me with love and tender mercies.

P: He does not punish us for all our sins; nor does He deal with us harshly as we deserve.

C: He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.

P: His salvation extends to those who are faithful to His covenant.

C: The love of the Lord remains forever with those who fear Him.

1

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

(DeGraide/Elliott/Kauflin)

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

2
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GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

John 20:19�23(with Matthew 6:14�15; Psalm 103)

P: �If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if

you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your

trespasses.�

Without a gracious God, we would be without any hope. But with God and His infinite love

and mercy, forgiveness is ours. The psalmist says, �As far as the east is from the west, so

far has He removed our transgressions from us.� Through the blood of His Son, Jesus

Christ, God has forgiven you�redeemed you, and made you His own, fit for His kingdom.

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you

for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

(�Forgiven�)

           (Sung) Lord, Your grace has covered me,

And Your love has made me whole,

Ev�ry sin no longer seen,

To reveal a righteous soul!

With my heart I give You praises,

For I live and die to You,

And my spirit ever raises

Glory, honor true.

Forgiven, forgiven.

Through the blood of Christ we are forgiven.

Text: ©2026 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Heavenly Father, You are compassionate and gracious. And from Your heart flows mercy,

love, and forgiveness. As we receive these gifts from You, give us a true understanding of

the depth of Your love, and move us by the power of Your Holy Spirit to open our hearts

to one another, that we may also live and work with each other in mercy, love, and

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the same Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

3

We Hear the Word of God

FIRST READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Romans 14

1

 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
2

One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
3

Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who

abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4

 Who are you

to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands

or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

5

 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days

alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6

 The one who observes the

day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since

he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and

gives thanks to God. 
7

 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8

For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we

live or whether we die, we are the Lord�s. 
9

 For to this end Christ died and lived again,

that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

10

 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your

brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11

 for it is written, �As I

live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.�
12

 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

13

 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide

never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 
14

 I know and am

persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone

who thinks it unclean. 
15

 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer

walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. 
16

 So do

not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 
17

 For the kingdom of God is not a

matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
18

 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 
19

 So then let

us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.

20

 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but

it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 
21

 It is good not to eat

meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble. 
22

 The faith that

you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who has no reason to

pass judgment on himself for what he approves. 
23

 But whoever has doubts is

condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not

proceed from faith is sin.   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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WE RISE TO THE GOSPEL Alleluia & Verse(LSB# 583)

HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Matthew 16:21�28

21

 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on

the third day be raised. 
22

 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,

�Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.� 
23

 But he turned and said to

Peter, �Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your

mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.�

24

 Then Jesus told his disciples, �If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself

and take up his cross and follow me. 
25

 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
26

 For what will it profit a man if he gains

the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 
27

For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then

he will repay each person according to what he has done. 
28

 Truly, I say to you, there are

some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his

kingdom.�   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

5

HYMN ��Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive��   LSB# 843

MESSAGE Romans 14

Rev. Aaron Roggow

RESPONSE (Tune: LSB# 843)

Lord, may forgiveness ever flow

As Your words me embrace;

Let healing of the contrite heart

Be found within Your grace.

Those freeing words that bring relief

To hearts brought low and sore,

Will bear the comfort of Your love,

And will the soul restore.

Text: ©2026,2019 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

APOSTLES� CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

6
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We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, please let us know you�re here!  For members and guests who have our Church

Center app, we ask you to please take a moment to Check In and let us know you are in worship with us

today. For our guests and members who do not have our Church Center app, we invite you to please fill

in the requested information in the Friendship Pad (the black folder located at the end of the pew at

the center aisle). Please pass it along for anyone else who might need it.

Want to give electronically? Simply scan the QR code here:

For other giving options, see the end of this worship folder.

VOLUNTARY

INSTALLATION

T Amy Roth, Day School Principal

The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

7

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

8
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB# 962)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness� LSB# LSB# 788

�O God, My Faithful God� LSB# 696

�� LSB# 

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in  T peace!

C: Amen.

9

WE DEPART WITH THANKS AND PRAISE Post-Communion Canticle

(LSB# 949)

TAKING IT HOME Romans 14:17,19  (ESV)

P: �The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit...

C: So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CLOSING HYMN �Jesus Loves Me�    (LSB# 588)

POSTLUDE

11

T

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Preacher: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Lay Reader: Tory Zollinger

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Family Worship Team: Fred & Laurie Metzger

Hospitality: Cynthia Pine, Shannon Seehafer

Elder: Brent O�Banion

Forgiven: by Brittany Kauflin | Kate DeGraide | Rebecca Elliott

© Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))

Sovereign Grace Worship (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook]))

For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11313419

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit  https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/

SERMON NOTES



 
 

 
 

Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 
 

Help Us Welcome Amy & Rachael to SPAA!​
Let’s help our new Principal, Amy Roth & our new Middle School Science Teacher, 
Rachael Oram! We are currently collecting cards and gift cards to welcome them to 
SPAA. Look for the collection baskets at the worship entrances. A gift card to a 
favorite local restaurant or coffee shop—or to Target or Amazon for extra classroom 
supplies—would be a thoughtful way to support our new principal and teacher. A 
handwritten note or card with words of encouragement would also mean so much 
and help them feel the care and love of our congregation. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they begin the new school year, and be sure to give them a warm 
welcome when you see them at church or school! 
 

Fall Community Groups are launching now! 
Community Groups are for anyone looking to connect with others around a shared 
interest. Groups begin meeting in mid-September and most wrap up before 
Thanksgiving (some are ongoing). Fall groups include hiking, basketball, golf, coffee 
& breakfast groups, mahjong, service groups, Bible study, sewing, music, and many 
more!  You do not have to be a member of St. Paul Ann Arbor to sign up! Please 
prayerfully consider asking a friend, family member or neighbor to join you. Fall sign 
up ends on September 18th. Scan the QR code for more information and to sign up! 
 

Pathway Class Begins September 13th - School Campus 
A great way to learn more about St. Paul Lutheran Church & School is to take part in 
our Pathway class.  Pathway is a 9-week class that meets on Sunday evenings 
(5-6:30pm) with the pastors and other church leaders. We will talk about what faith 
in Jesus looks like, return to some foundational basics of God’s Word, and introduce 
you to what St. Paul is all about. There is no pressure to become a member after 
taking the class, and the class is a great way to learn more about Jesus and the 
Bible, meet some St. Paul people and learn more about St. Paul and what it means 
to be Lutheran. Childcare is provided! No class on 10/4 or 11/8. Register using the QR 
code.  
 

Fall Kick Off - Sunday, September 13th at 8:30am & 10:45am!​
On Sunday, September 13th, at both 8:30am & 10:45am* services, we are 
celebrating fall by kicking off a new sermon series, our fall community groups, 
sharing our fall Sunday morning opportunities for adults & kids that will begin on 
September 20th, and enjoying some snacks and social time together after church 
(both campuses). Please note, we will not have our annual Unity service this fall 
(due to Earhart campus parking lot construction) but we plan to celebrate all 
together in the spring! *Our regular worship schedule resumes on Sunday, 
September 13th. Join us for worship on Saturdays @6:30pm (Downtown), Sundays 
at 8:30am (Downtown) and 10:45am (Earhart/School Campus).  




