
Welcome to Worship

August 16, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, August 16, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to St. Paul Ann Arbor!

We are so glad you�re here. At St. Paul, we value unity. Whether you are a

long-time member or visiting for the first time, we want you to feel connected

to one another and to the hope we have in Jesus.

Getting Connected

Our pastors would love to meet you! If they don�t get a chance to greet you

before the service, please stop by afterward to say hi. 

! The Black Folder: Guests, please find the folder at the end of your row to

share your name and contact info. We�d love to know more about you!

! What�s Next? Flip to the back page of this worship folder to see upcoming

events and groups for connecting with others and serving the community.

About Holy Communion

In Holy Communion, God�s people gather as Jesus taught, united in what we

believe. Sharing the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod (LCMS), we confess that this meal is more than a symbol. We confess

(believe, speak, and live this truth): 

! Jesus gives His true body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy

Communion for the forgiveness of sins.

! God�Father, Son, and Holy Spirit�gives His gift of salvation in Baptism.

! We are sinners who need the gifts Jesus offers by His death and

resurrection, as God promises in His inspired Word (the Bible).

! Holy Communion is something God gives His people as we gather for

forgiveness and for the strength to live in God�s Word by the Holy Spirit

and to daily follow Jesus.

Should I commune? If you share this confession of faith, we welcome you to

the table! If you have questions or hold different beliefs from those above,

we invite you to come forward for a blessing (simply cross your arms over

your chest). A pastor also would love to chat with you before or after the

service to learn more.

Families with Children

We love having kids in worship! (Yes, even if they�re wiggling or crying.) If

you are here with children, please know there are Activity Bags and

Children�s Bulletins at any entrance. Need a break? A Cry Room is available at

the rear of the sanctuary, while a nursery is located just below the main

entrance. Our hospitality team is happy to guide you to any of these spots.
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELL

WORDS OF WELCOME

HYMN �I Love Your Kingdom, Lord�   LSB# 651

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

1 John 1:8�9

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

John 20:19�23

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore

forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

C: Amen!

1

HYMN OF PRAISE (LSB# 792)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son into this world of sinners to seek and to save those

who are lost. Help us, who have been called into Your family by the power of the Holy

Spirit, to be obedient to Your command to share the good news of salvation with people

of all tribes, nations, and languages who are still lost in sin, that all may come to the

knowledge of the truth; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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We Hear the Word of God

FIRST READING. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Romans 11

1

 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2

 God has not rejected his

people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he

appeals to God against Israel? 
3

 �Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have

demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.� 
4

 But what is God�s

reply to him? �I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee

to Baal.� 
5

 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 
6

 But if it is by

grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

7

 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the

rest were hardened, 
8

 as it is written, �God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would

not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day.� 
9

 And David says, �Let

their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a retribution for them; 
10

 let

their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and bend their backs forever.�

11

 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather, through

their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 
12

 Now if

their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for the

Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean! 
13

 Now I am speaking to you

Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
14

 in

order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 
15

 For if

their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean

but life from the dead? 
16

 If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump,

and if the root is holy, so are the branches.

17

 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot,

were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,
18

 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who

support the root, but the root that supports you. 
19

 Then you will say, �Branches were

broken off so that I might be grafted in.� 
20

 That is true. They were broken off because

of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 
21

For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 
22

 Note then the

kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God�s

kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut

off. 
23

 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God

has the power to graft them in again. 
24

 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild

olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more

will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.

3

25

 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery,

brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has

come in. 
26

 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, �The Deliverer will

come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob; 
27

 and this will be my covenant

with them when I take away their sins.�

28

 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they

are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 
29

 For the gifts and the calling of God are

irrevocable. 
30

 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have

received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31

 so they too have now been

disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.
32

 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

33

 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable

are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34

 �For who has known the mind of the

Lord, or who has been his counselor? 
35

 Or who has given a gift to him that he might be

repaid? 
36

 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory

forever. Amen.�   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

WE RISE TO THE GOSPEL Alleluia & Verse

(LSB pg. 173)  John 6:68
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HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Matthew 15:21�28

21

 Jesus went away from [Genneserat] and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22

And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, �Have

mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.� 
23

But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying,

�Send her away, for she is crying out after us.� 
24

 He answered, �I was sent only to the

lost sheep of the house of Israel.� 
25

 But she came and knelt before him, saying, �Lord,

help me.� 
26

 And he answered, �It is not right to take the children�s bread and throw it to

the dogs.� 
27

 She said, �Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their

masters� table.� 
28

 Then Jesus answered her, �O woman, great is your faith! Let it be

done for you as you desire.� And her daughter was healed instantly.�   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN �God Loved the World So That He Gave�   (LSB# 571)

MESSAGE Romans 11

Rev. Aaron Roggow

5

RESPONSE (LSB# 571)

Chosen by grace, and grafted to

God�s tree to grow as right and true;

His gift of mercy bears His call:

Given in love for one, for all.

Text: ©2026 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

APOSTLES� CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, please let us know you�re here!  For members and guests who have our Church

Center app, we ask you to please take a moment to Check In and let us know you are in worship with us

today. For our guests and members who do not have our Church Center app, we invite you to please fill

in the requested information in the Friendship Pad (the black folder located at the end of the pew at

the center aisle). Please pass it along for anyone else who might need it.

Want to give electronically? Simply scan the QR code here:

For other giving options, see the end of this worship folder.

VOLUNTARY

INSTALLATION / DEDICATION

T Grace Wiebe, DCE Intern
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The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

7

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB pg. 180)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Here Is Love� (See page 12)

�We Are Called to Stand Together� LSB# 828
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1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

7

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB pg. 180)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Here Is Love� (See page 12)

�We Are Called to Stand Together� LSB# 828
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�� LSB# 

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in  T peace!

C: Amen.

WE DEPART WITH THANKS AND PRAISE Post-Communion Canticle

(LSB pg. 181)

TAKING IT HOME Romans 11:30�32  (ESV)

P: �For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy

because of [Israel�s] disobedience,

C: So they too have now been disobedient�

P: In order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.

All: For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.�

9

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN �Christ the Eternal Lord�    (LSB# 829)

POSTLUDE
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The Flowers in the Chancel

The altar flowers have been placed to the glory of God

by Jim & Sheila Gilbertson, in celebration of their 61
st

 wedding anniversary.

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Preacher: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Lay Reader: Cynthia Pulford

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Family Worship Team: Fred & Laurie Metzger

Hospitality: Nancy Niemela

Elder: Michael Woon

Here Is Love:  Matt Giles | Vell Rivers | William Edwards | William Rees © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Integrity Music)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11313419.

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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�Here Is Love� (Giles/Rivers/Edwards/Rees)
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit  https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/

SERMON NOTES



 
 

 
 

Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 
 

 

LAST CALL for New Community Groups!​
Have an idea for a fun way to gather and connect this fall? We’re looking for a few 
new Community Groups! Groups meet for up to 8–12 weeks (as often as you’d like) 
and can be about just about anything—running, pickleball, prayer & coffee, book 
club, knitting, service projects, game nights, whatever!! Interested in facilitating or 
co-facilitating a group? Reach out to Natalie Nesbitt (nnesbitt@stpaulannarbor.org) 
by August 22nd for more information. If you want to see what kind of groups we 
have going currently visit our Community Groups page by scanning the QR code!  
 
 

Church Office Closed - Wednesday, August 19th 
The church & school offices will be closed on Wednesday, August 19th for our 
annual All Staff Meeting. Thank you for your understanding! 
 
 

Earhart/School Campus Construction Parking Update:  
As parking lot construction begins on our Earhart campus, please note that parking 
conditions for Sundays will be changing now through November and parking at the 
school will be limited during this time. We kindly ask that the front 10-12 parking 
spots be reserved for older members and those with limited mobility. We encourage 
those who are able to consider alternative parking options on Sundays (parking at 
the Michigan District office, street parking on Pine Brae and other nearby 
neighborhoods, or carpooling as needed). Thank you for your flexibility and care for 
one another during this transition.  
 
 
 

Church Office Summer Hours:​
During the summer, our church office will be open Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays from 9am - 3pm. If you would like to leave a message for staff after hours 
please call 734-665-9117 or email them directly. Scan the QR code for our staff 
directory! 

 

mailto:nnesbitt@stpaulannarbor.org



