
Welcome to Worship

May 17, 2026

10:45 AM, Earhart Campus

The Ascension of Our Lord Sunday, May 17, 2026 (10:45 AM)

Welcome to St. Paul Ann Arbor!

We are so glad you�re here. At St. Paul, we value unity. Whether you are a

long-time member or visiting for the first time, we want you to feel connected

to one another and to the hope we have in Jesus.

Getting Connected

Our pastors would love to meet you! If they don�t get a chance to greet you

before the service, please stop by afterward to say hi. 

! The Black Folder: Guests, please find the folder at the end of your row to

share your name and contact info. We�d love to know more about you!

! What�s Next? Flip to the back page of this worship folder to see upcoming

events and groups for connecting with others and serving the community.

! Coffee & Discipleship: Coffee is available in the gym lobby! Also, join us

Sundays at 9:45 AM for �Discipleship Hour.� We have coffee, treats, and

Discipleship activities for all ages!

About Holy Communion

In Holy Communion, God�s people gather as Jesus taught, united in what we

believe. Sharing the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod (LCMS), we confess that this meal is more than a symbol. We confess

(believe, speak, and live this truth): 

! Jesus gives His true body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy

Communion for the forgiveness of sins.

! God�Father, Son, and Holy Spirit�gives His gift of salvation in Baptism.

! We are sinners who need the gifts Jesus offers by His death and

resurrection, as God promises in His inspired Word (the Bible).

! Holy Communion is something God gives His people as we gather for

forgiveness and for the strength to live in God�s Word by the Holy Spirit

and to daily follow Jesus.

Should I commune? If you share this confession of faith, we welcome you to

the table! If you have questions or hold different beliefs from those above,

we invite you to come forward for a blessing (simply cross your arms over

your chest). A pastor also would love to chat with you before or after the

service to learn more.

Families with Children

We love having kids in worship! (Yes, even if they�re wiggling or crying.) If

you�re here with little ones, you�ll find Activity Bags and Children�s Bulletins

at the gym entrance. If your child becomes upset, don�t worry; we�ve all been

there. Some parents like to step into the lobby or walk around the gym

entrance for a few moments. Please feel comfortable to do the same. You�re

always welcome here, and we�re glad your children are here too!
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Eight 4 Processional Charles Ore (b. 1936)

arr. Bill Wilson

God of Grace and God of Glory Paul Manz (1919�2009)

arr. Jonathan Crutchfield

WORDS OF WELCOME THE LIGHTED PASCHAL CANDLE� Resurrection victory over the darkness

of sin and death; emphasizes the resurrected presence of Christ among us;

a reminder of the link between a believer�s baptism and the resurrection.

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

HYMN �Up through Endless Ranks of Angels�   (LSB# 491)

1

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

(1 John 2:1, Philippians 2:1�11)

P: Because Christ ascended and sits at the right hand of the Father, from now on

�if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father� Jesus Christ the righteous.�

As people in need of forgiveness, let us confess our sins to God our heavenly Father.

Blessed Lord, King of the universe, You rule and reign over all things.

C: Yet we elevate ourselves in arrogance above others and above You.

P: You sent Your Son, Jesus, as a model of humility, as a servant of all.

C: Yet we neglect the needs of others, and we put our interests first.

P: Jesus became human like us in all respects.

C: Yet we ignore others� struggles, withholding our care and sympathy.

P: Christ offered Himself as our substitute, giving His very life for us.

C: Yet we selfishly hoard our gifts, keeping them from others.

P: Now exalted above all things, it is at the name of Jesus that every knee should bow.

C: Yet it is the sinful condition of our heart to seek its own glory.

P: Merciful Father, hear the heartfelt pleas of Your people:

C: Forgive us these�our sins. Reform our ambitions to model those of our risen Savior, that

our words and deeds would confess that He is Lord, to the glory of Your name.  Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

P: As the disciples returned from Jesus� ascension filled with mighty joy, you also are

renewed in Christ�s saving promise. Through faith in Him, you have been reconciled to God

and stand restored in His presence. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ,

in His place and by His command, I forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father

and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!
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PSALM FOR ASCENSION Psalm 47 (arr. Henry V. Gerike)

All: REFRAIN

Choir: Clap your hands, all you | nations;*

shout to God with | cries of joy. 

C: How awesome is the | Lord Most High,*

the great King over | all the earth! 

Choir: He subdued nations | under us,*

peoples un- | der our feet. 

C: He chose our inheri- | tance for us,*

the pride of Jacob, | whom he loved. 

All: REFRAIN

Choir: God has ascended amid | shouts of joy,*

the Lord amid the sounding of | trumpets. 

C: Sing praises to God, sing | praises;*

sing praises to our King, sing | praises.

All: REFRAIN

Choir: For God is the King of | all the earth;*

sing to Him a | psalm of praise.

C: God reigns over the | nations;*

God is seated on His | holy throne. 

Choir: The nobles of the nations assemble as the

people of the God of | Abraham,*

for the kings of the earth belong to God; He is greatly ex- | alted.

C: How awesome is the | Lord Most High,*

the great King over | all the earth! 

All: REFRAIN

3

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Glory to You, O Christ, our ascended and ever-present Lord, through whom we have

access to the Father. Glory to You, who loves us and has freed us from our sins. Glory to

You, who has reconciled us all in one body unto God, through Your cross, so that we are

no longer strangers and sojourners, but fellow citizens with the saints in the household of

God. Glory to You, who has gone before to prepare a place for us in Your Father�s home.

Glory to You, the Author and Finisher of our faith, that God in all things may be glorified.

C: Amen.

EASTER TO ASCENSION Acts 1:1�11

(LSB# 490)

P: In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until

the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to

the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering

by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of

God. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, �you heard from me; for John baptized

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.� So

when they had come together, the disciples asked him,

C: �Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?�
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P: He said to them, �It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the

earth.� And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and

a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went,

behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, �Men of Galilee, why do you

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come

in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.�  (ESV)

(LSB# 490)

We Hear the Word of God

FIRST READING. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Ephesians 1:15�23

15

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward

all the saints, 
16

 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 
17

 that

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and

of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18

 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious

inheritance in the saints, 
19

 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us

who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20

 that he worked in Christ when he

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

 far above

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not

only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22

 And he put all things under his feet and gave

him as head over all things to the church, 
23

 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all

in all.   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

5

SCHOOL CHOIR

ANTHEM Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! Michael Bedford (b. 1949)

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! See, the stone is rolled away!

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! Spread the news to all this day.

Alleluia, Christ is risen from the dead!

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! He�s alive and we are free!

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! Tell the people, �Come and see!�

Alleluia, Christ is risen from the dead!

HOLY GOSPEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Luke 24:44�53

44

 [Jesus said to the disciples,] �These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and

the Psalms must be fulfilled.� 
45

 Then he opened their minds to understand the

Scriptures, 
46

 and said to them, �Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on

the third day rise from the dead, 
47

 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48

 You are

witnesses of these things. 
49

 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.�

50

 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52

 And

they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53

 and were continually in

the temple blessing God.�   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN �See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph�   (LSB# 494)

MESSAGE �Christ Reigns!  Rest... and More to Do� Acts 1:1�11

Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

7

RESPONSE (LSB# 494)

When the Lord returns from heaven on that final, glorious day,

All creation meets their Savior, mighty God in bright array�

Till that time, He calls: �Be faithful, be a witness of My love;

Seek the lost and help them follow in My ways to heav�n above!�

Text: ©2026,2023 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

APOSTLES� CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, please let us know you�re here!  For members and guests who have our Church

Center app, we ask you to please take a moment to Check In and let us know you are in worship with us

today. For our guests and members who do not have our Church Center app, we invite you to please fill

in the requested information in the Friendship Pad (the black folder located at the end of your row at

the center aisle). Please pass it along for anyone else who might need it.

Want to give electronically? Simply scan the QR code here:

For other giving options, see the end of this worship folder.

OFFERING

ANTHEM O Clap Your Hands R. Vaughan Williams

(1872�1958)

O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.

For the Lord most high is terrible: He is a great King over all the earth.

God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises unto our King, sing praises;

For God is King of all the earth; sing ye praises everyone that hath understanding.

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of His holiness.

�Psalm 47: 1, 2, 5, 6-8
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RETIREMENT CELEBRATION

T    Bob Burgess, Principal

TEACHER APPRECIATION

T    Julie Novak  (40 years)

T    Andrew Contreras  (35 years)

T    Shelley Grissom  (25 years)

T    Jessica Meier  (20 years)

T    Rev. Aaron Roggow  (15 years)

T    Steve Schmit  (15 years)

The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

9

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB# 962)

John 1:29
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WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion:  Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Here Is Love� (See page 14)

�On Christ�s Ascension I Now Build� (See page 15)

�Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious� (See page 16)

Instrumental: St. Patrick�s Breastplate Irish hymn

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart with  T Easter joy!

C: Amen.

TAKING IT HOME Luke 24:50,51,52  (ESV)

P: �Lifting up his hands, [Jesus] blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them

and was carried up into heaven.

C: And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

11

HYMN �There Is a Redeemer�    (LSB# 971)

POSTLUDE The Saints� Hallelujah arr. Luther Henderson
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Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Lay Reader: Terrance Ballantyne

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

School Choir Director: Lisa Altevogt

Choirs: K�2
nd

 Grade School Choir

Adult Choir

Instrumentalists: St. Paul Brass & Percussion Ensemble

Family Worship Team: Longo family

Hospitality: Steve & Karyn Kemp, Shannon Seehafer

Elder: Nate Humphrey

Here Is Love: Matt Giles | Vell Rivers | William Edwards | William Rees © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Integrity Music)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11313419.

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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Distribution Hymns

�Here Is Love� (Giles/Rivers/Edwards/Rees)
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit  https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/

SERMON NOTES



 
 

 
 
Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 

 

Save the Date: Congregation Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, May 31 
Join us on Sunday, May 31st at 11:30am (after the late service) in the gym at our 
School Campus (495 Earhart Rd) for a Voters' Meeting. Meeting topics will include 
voting on 1 open Board of Directors position and also re-election of Elders (including 
2 open Elder positions). Handouts are available by scanning the QR code. Hard 
copies can be found at worship entrances beginning May 17. 
 

Pentecost Sunday – Kid Readers Needed! 
On Palm Sunday, we did a dramatic reading of the triumphal entry of Jesus during 
our Sunday morning services, and we are looking at doing more! We are looking for 
kids who want to be a part of acting out scriptures to better understand them and 
bless our church by making our scriptures come off the page. We specifically need 
help to do the reading for Pentecost, Sunday May 24th, Memorial Day Weekend at 
both the 8:30am and the 10:15am services. No memorization is needed, and one brief 
rehearsal may be scheduled. Please contact Kristin Hallman, hallmankm@gmail.com, 
if you have a child who is interested. If your child is interested, but is not available 
that weekend, please still contact me, so that I can put them into a contact list for 
when another comes along! 
 

Hospitality Training 
St. Paul strives to be a hospitable congregation welcoming visitors and newer 
members. One of the ways we do this is through our hospitality teams. You don’t 
have to be an official member of the hospitality team to reach out and welcome 
people you don’t recognize into our church. If you have a heart for welcoming 
newcomers or you are potentially interested in joining the hospitality team, you are 
invited to join us for a hospitality training on May 31st. This training will be offered at 
both locations with the downtown one taking place after the 8:30 service in the 
fellowship hall in the sanctuary and the Earhart training will start at 9:30am in the 7th 
grade classroom. 
 
VBS Snack Donations Needed 
Help us feed 200 kids and 100 volunteers at VBS! You can click the link to see what 
donations we still need. This year we are using Amazon so you can order the item 
and have it sent directly to us at St. Paul. Scan QR code for snack donation link! 
 

Spring UNITY Newsletter now available! 
Curious about what the summer will bring with our building project, where our vision 
process is at or what our youth are up to this summer? Want to read all about our 
Easter Festival and Puerto Rico missions? Check out our SPAA spring newsletter, The 
UNITY, available by scanning the QR code here or by picking up a hard copy at 
worship entrances.  
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