
Welcome to Worship

May 3, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Fifth Sunday of Easter Sunday, May 3, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to St. Paul Ann Arbor!

We are so glad you�re here. At St. Paul, we value unity. Whether you are a

long-time member or visiting for the first time, we want you to feel connected

to one another and to the hope we have in Jesus.

Getting Connected

Our pastors would love to meet you! If they don�t get a chance to greet you

before the service, please stop by afterward to say hi. 

! The Black Folder: Guests, please find the folder at the end of your row to

share your name and contact info. We�d love to know more about you!

! What�s Next? Flip to the back page of this worship folder to see upcoming

events and groups for connecting with others and serving the community.

! Coffee, Donuts, & Discipleship: Join us at 9:45 AM for �Discipleship Hour.�

We have coffee, treats, and Discipleship activities for all ages!

Adults: Fellowship Hall (Lower Level)

Children (Age 3-Grade 5): Preschool Classrooms (Lower Level)

Middle School (Grade 6-8): Brauer Hall Classroom (First Floor)

About Holy Communion

In Holy Communion, God�s people gather as Jesus taught, united in what we

believe. Sharing the beliefs and practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri

Synod (LCMS), we confess that this meal is more than a symbol. We confess

(believe, speak, and live this truth): 

! Jesus gives His true body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy

Communion for the forgiveness of sins.

! God�Father, Son, and Holy Spirit�gives His gift of salvation in Baptism.

! We are sinners who need the gifts Jesus offers by His death and

resurrection, as God promises in His inspired Word (the Bible).

! Holy Communion is something God gives His people as we gather for

forgiveness and for the strength to live in God�s Word by the Holy Spirit

and to daily follow Jesus.

Should I commune? If you share this confession of faith, we welcome you to

the table! If you have questions or hold different beliefs from those above, we

invite you to come forward for a blessing (simply cross your arms over your

chest). A pastor also would love to chat with you before or after the service

to learn more.

Families with Children

We love having kids in worship! (Yes, even if they�re wiggling or crying.) If

you are here with children, please know there are Activity Bags and

Children�s Bulletins at any entrance. Need a break? A Cry Room is available at

the rear of the sanctuary, while a nursery is located just below the main

entrance. Our hospitality team is happy to guide you to any of these spots.
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELL /  WORDS OF WELCOME

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

HYMN �When in Our Music God Is Glorified�   (LSB# 796)

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

1

ON THE SEVENTH DAY

P: �We worship our work. We work at our play. And we play at our worship.�

Last week we explored and realigned our understanding of leisure�in light of a Sabbath

kind of living. Today we look at �play�, which gathers together many of the activities and

events that we might have first thought would be leisure. Play is most easily contrasted

with �work�� all �work� is aimed at a greater purpose beyond itself. It has an objective, a

desired outcome; it strives to accomplish something�for financial gain or just satisfaction.

Play, on the other hand, has no purpose beyond itself. While it may be entertaining,

enjoyable, or refreshing, true play has no ulterior motive, no objective to accomplish.

Sometimes we may try to make �play� educational, and interject some lessons and

learning. But what often results is something that looks more like work than play.

Play is its own end, and therefore provides purpose only to itself. Play is God�s good gift

to people�both children and adults. When was the last time you were truly able to �play�?

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

P: On this Sabbath day, let us consider our weakness to rightly incorporate �play� and

enjoyment in our Christian lives.

C: Heavenly Father, we confess to You our failings to keep Your Sabbath. In our desire to

always be productive, we have prioritized those things with purpose and direction,

leaving little or no time for �play�. We have sought worldly rewards from a life filled with

�work�, but have been reluctant to find time for pure enjoyment. Even as our worship

celebrates refreshment away from ordinary time, we have made other choices for other

things. Forgive us, and have mercy on us for the sake of Your risen Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

P: Learning to play is a necessary life skill that too often we try hard to lose. Part of our

witness to the world is showing how �play� is an essential element in our worship, our

homes, our relationships, communities, and even our places of work. God�s goodness in

providing us work and play spans from our earthly Sabbaths in this time and place, to our

heavenly Sabbath in eternity. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, in His

stead and by His authority, I forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father and

of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!
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HYMN OF PRAISE �This Is the Feast of Victory�

(LSB pg. 155)

3

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Almighty God, Your goodness in all things never fails. You have provided a Sabbath

pattern for our living� in our rest, our work, our leisure, and play. Encourage us through

Your Word and sacraments to seek enjoyment, apart from our labors, that we would know

the right use of Your gift of �play�, and find delight in time spent in its pursuit; through

Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

We Hear the Word of God

OLD TESTAMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Deuteronomy 14:22�27

22

 [Moses told the people,] �You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the

field year by year. 
23

 And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make

his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and

the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always. 
24

And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the LORD

your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the LORD your God

chooses, to set his name there, 
25

 then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in

your hand and go to the place that the LORD your God chooses 
26

 and spend the money for

whatever you desire�oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves.

And you shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household. 
27

And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or

inheritance with you.�   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Galatians 5:22�25

22

 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
24

 And those who belong to

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25

 If we live by the Spirit,

let us also keep in step with the Spirit.   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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WE RISE TO THE GOSPEL Alleluia & Verse

(LSB pg. 156)

HOLY GOSPEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   John 2:1�11

1

 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was

there. 
2

 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 
3

 When the wine ran out, the

mother of Jesus said to him, �They have no wine.� 
4

 And Jesus said to her, �Woman, what

does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.� 
5

 His mother said to the servants,

�Do whatever he tells you.�

6

 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding

twenty or thirty gallons. 
7

 Jesus said to the servants, �Fill the jars with water.� And they filled

them up to the brim. 
8

 And he said to them, �Now draw some out and take it to the master of

the feast.� So they took it. 
9

 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water

knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
10

 and said to him, �Everyone serves the

good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept

the good wine until now.� 
11

 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and

manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES� CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.  Amen.

5

HYMN �Fruitful Trees, the Spirit�s Sowing�   (LSB# 691)

MESSAGE �Sabbath and Play�

Rev. Aaron Roggow

RESPONSE (LSB# 691)

Praise to God who, ever-giving,

Brings delight along our way�

Time for joy within our living,

Building Sabbath in our play!

Text: ©2026 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685
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We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, please let us know you�re here!  For members and guests who have our Church

Center app, we ask you to please take a moment to Check In and let us know you are in worship with us

today. For our guests and members who do not have our Church Center app, we invite you to please fill

in the requested information in the Friendship Pad (the black folder located at the end of the pew at the

center aisle). Please pass it along for anyone else who might need it.

Want to give electronically? Simply scan the QR code here:

For other giving options, see the end of this worship folder.

VOLUNTARY

The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

7

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�
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LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei (LSB pg. 163)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Sabbath� (See below)

�He�s Risen, He�s Risen� LSB# 480

Sabbath (Nordhoff/Kroger/Hill)

VERSE 1: What if I just rest here for a moment, lean back in the arms that hold me up?

What if I just trust You in the moment, trade all my agendas for Your love?

CHORUS: And I let go, I let go, I let go, (�cause) it�s all in Your hands, it�s all in Your hands, and so am I.

VERSE 2: What if I just surrender my emotions to make room for the deeper peace to come?

What if I just leave my heart wide open, knowing You can move when I don�t rush?

BRIDGE: Savor the slowing, each minute is holy; the blessings, the beauty of Sabbath, Sabbath.

Anthem: The Fruit of the Spirit Dan Forrest (b. 1978)

He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:

Love, joy, peace, patience, tenderness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-control.

�John 15:5 / Galatians 5:22�23

9

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart with  T Easter joy!

C: Amen.

WE DEPART WITH THANKS AND PRAISE Post-Communion Canticle

(LSB pg. 164)

TAKING IT HOME Deuteronomy 14:25,26  (ESV)

P: �...Bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the LORD your God chooses

and spend the money for whatever you desire�

C: And rejoice, you and your household.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and  T give you peace.

C: Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

HYMN �Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense�    (LSB# 741)

POSTLUDE

11

T

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Preacher: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Choir: Adult Choir

Family Worship Team: Phil Klintworth, Greg Marshall

Hospitality: Cherise Callahan

Lay Reader/Elder: Jerry Novak

Sabbath: © 2021 Fiat Music; Integrity Worship Music; Let Them Hear; The Sounds Of Running Club Songs; ThreeNords Music

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com, CCLI License #11313419

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.

Confirmands

The following young people will speak their confirmation vows, reaffirming for themselves

the confession of faith given at their Baptisms, and will receive the blessing of the church.

Luke DeBoer Evelyn Nickodemus Matthew Shasko

Riley El-Assadi Jeremiah Nickodemus Emileia Sigakis

Abigail Grulke Sofia Otto Norah Stempien

Everett Hallman Kellen Raupp Bennett Walters

Matthew Joshua Alex Ried Beckett Wilson

Nicholas Modica Markus Roggow Adelaide Woon
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit  https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/



 
 

 
 
Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 

 
 

Unity Worship Service – May 17th at 10:45am (School) 
Join us on Sunday, May 17th at 10:45am at our school campus (495 Earhart Rd) as we 
worship all together in one place! We will be celebrating staff anniversary 
appreciation as well as honoring our Principal, Bob Burgess, upon his retirement. 
Also plan to join us at 9:45am for Discipleship Hour and Christ Connections! Please 
note: There will be no worship services at our Downtown Campus that weekend.  
 

Retirement Milestone – Celebrating Principal Bob Burgess 
After 11 years of dedicated service to our school and community and 42 years of 
ministry, our Principal, Bob Burgess, will be retiring at the end of this school year. We 
are grateful for his leadership and the impact he has had on our students and 
families. We are collecting cards and notes of appreciation to present to Bob at our 
Unity Service at 10:45am on Sunday, May 17th. If you would like to share a message 
of thanks or a favorite memory, please drop your card off in the boxes at worship 
entrances April 25-26, May 2-3, May 9-10, or bring it with you on May 17. 
 

Amy Roth has Accepted our Call to Serve as Principal! 
Amy Roth has accepted the divine call to serve as our principal at St. Paul School. We 
are thrilled to welcome Amy and her husband Mike into our St. Paul family! Please 
keep them both in your prayers as they navigate this transition and look forward to 
giving them a warm welcome! 
 

Temporary Office Assistant Needed (Summer 2026) 
The church office is looking for someone to help keep our church office running 
smoothly while Leslie is on maternity leave (for up to 12 weeks). Role includes basic 
office support like caring for St. Paul members, answering phones, printing bulletins, 
keeping the church calendar up to date, helping with events (like funerals), and 
handling some general communication and organization. This position is flexible. 
Ideally, the schedule would fall between 2 to 4 days per week, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM, 
depending on availability (with Fridays and weekends off). This is a great opportunity 
for someone (even a college student home for the summer) who enjoys a welcoming, 
environment and is comfortable helping with a variety of tasks. Ideally, we would like 
someone to train with Leslie a few days in May, but the start date is flexible. If 
interested, email Pastor Ted at tedhopkins@stpaulannarbor.org.  
 

Save the Date: Congregation Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, May 31 
Join us on Sunday, May 31st at 11:30am (after the late service) in the gym at our 
School Campus (495 Earhart Rd) for a Voters' Meeting. Meeting topics will include 
voting on 1 open Board of Directors position and also re-election of Elders (including 
2 open Elder positions). Handouts are available by scanning the QR code. Hard 
copies can be found at worship entrances beginning May 10. 
 

 

News & Upcoming Events 




