
Welcome to Worship

April 12, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Second Sunday of Easter Sunday, April 12, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to our guests!

We�re glad you�re here! We ask that you fill out your name and an email or

phone number in the black folder at the end of the row so we can connect

with you. One of St. Paul�s core values is unity so we�d like to help you get

connected. On the back page of this worship folder, you�ll find groups and

events that are for you. May God bless you today!

If you have children

We welcome and encourage all children (yes, babies too!) to worship the Lord

at St. Paul. If your child becomes restless during the service, don�t worry! We

get it. If you�d like to use it, there is a cry room available at the rear of the

church and a nursery located below the main worship entrance. Children�s

bulletins and activity bags are available at each worship entrance. The

hospitality team will be happy to assist you.

About Holy Communion

St. Paul is a confessional Lutheran congregation sharing the beliefs and

practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). Following the Word

of Jesus, we believe that the Lord�s Supper is more than a symbol. Jesus

gives His people His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins through

the bread and wine. In Holy Communion, Jesus not only gives these gifts, He

unites us in a confession of faith. We confess that God has given His gift of

salvation in baptism. We confess that we are sinners who need the

forgiveness that Jesus offers by His death and resurrection. We confess that

God speaks in His inspired Word, the Bible. We confess that God is one God,

the Father who created all things, the Son Jesus the Savior, and the Holy

Spirit who dwells in His people by faith. Alongside this confession of faith, the

Holy Spirit is at work in those who receive the Supper to live according to

God�s Word and remain true to God, even to death, shining Jesus� love inside

and outside of God�s church. If you share this confession, we invite you to

receive Christ�s body and blood with us. If you do not share these beliefs,

please talk to a pastor before communing though you are invited to come

forward during Communion distribution with arms crossed to receive a

blessing and the assurance of God�s love in Jesus Christ. We�re glad you�re at

St. Paul!
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELL

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

HYMN �The Strife Is O�er, the Battle Done�   (LSB# 464)

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

1

ON THE SEVENTH DAY (Genesis 2:2�3)

P: �And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the

seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and

made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.�

We may often take for granted the way the passage of time is marked and measured. We

know that a �day� is calculated by a single rotation of the earth on its axis; a �month� is

mapped out from the moon�s cycle; and a �year� is the time it takes for the earth to

journey around the sun. But the designation of a �week� does not have a fixed point of

measurement as other time markers do. The rhythm of weeks is tied solely to God�s Word

in recounting the events of creation: for six days God worked; and on the seventh day He

rested and blessed that day to make it holy. Over the next few weeks, we will explore the

ways that we are to honor that seventh day, the �sabbath�, through our work, rest, play,

and everyday life� how it�s all about living in the joy and celebration of God�s good gifts!

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

P: As we have now come to this Sabbath day, let us consider our own weaknesses to

�remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy�.

C: Heavenly Father, we confess to You that as Your people, we have not always set this day

aside for You. We can be distracted and consumed by things in the world too easily. We

are quick to treat time for the Sabbath as just another event in a busy life. We allow the

concerns of daily living to take priority over Your Word and the comfort it can bring.

Forgive us, and have mercy on us for the sake of Your risen Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

P: Our almighty and everlasting God has promised you the forgiveness of sins,

righteousness, and everlasting life through believing in His Son, Jesus Christ�whose

sacrifice on the cross and resurrection from the dead fulfill all the demands of the Law.

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, in His stead and by His authority, I

forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

C: Amen!
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HYMN OF PRAISE (LSB# 474)

PRAYER OF THE DAY Salutation & Collect

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Almighty God, You rested on the Sabbath and established it for Your ancient people as a

commemoration of Your creative work. Do not let us forget that it is You alone who

sanctifies us. Give us rest in Your gifts, especially the sanctifying body and blood of Your

Son, Jesus Christ, found in His blessed Sacrament. Help us to keep each day holy by

receiving His Word, and in it, know comfort and rest.

C: Amen.

3

We Hear the Word of God

OLD TESTAMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Exodus 20:9�11

9

 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 
10

 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to

the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter,

your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is

within your gates. 
11

 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea,

and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the

Sabbath day and made it holy.   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Hebrews 4:1�12

1

 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you

should seem to have failed to reach it. 
2

 For good news came to us just as to them, but

the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith

with those who listened. 
3

 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, �As

I swore in my wrath, �They shall not enter my rest,�� although his works were finished

from the foundation of the world. 
4

 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in

this way: �And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.� 
5

 And again in this

passage he said, �They shall not enter my rest.� 
6

 Since therefore it remains for some to

enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of

disobedience, 
7

 again he appoints a certain day, �Today,� saying through David so long

afterward, in the words already quoted, �Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden

your hearts.� 
8

 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of

another day later on. 
9

 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 
10

for whoever has entered God�s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
11

 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of

disobedience. 
12

 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.   (ESV)

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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WE RISE TO THE GOSPEL Alleluia & Verse

(LSB pg. 205 )

HOLY GOSPEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   John 20:19�31

19

 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,

�Peace be with you.� 
20

 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then

the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21

 Jesus said to them again, �Peace be with

you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.� 
22

 And when he had said this, he

breathed on them and said to them, �Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

 If you forgive the sins of any,

they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.� 
24

 Now Thomas,

one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25

 So the other

disciples told him, �We have seen the Lord.� But he said to them, �Unless I see in his hands

the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into

his side, I will never believe.� 
26

 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas

was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and

said, �Peace be with you.� 
27

 Then he said to Thomas, �Put your finger here, and see my

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.� 
28

Thomas answered him, �My Lord and my God!� 
29

 Jesus said to him, �Have you believed

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.�

30

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in

this book; 
31

 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.          C: Praise to You, O Christ.

5

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church;

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come.  Amen.

HYMN �O Day of Rest and Gladness�   LSB# 906

MESSAGE �A Sabbath Rest for the People of God� Hebrews 4:1�12

Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

RESPONSE (LSB# 906)

A Sabbath rest, abounding

With highest peace�Shalom;

Eternal rest resounding

From Christ, who is our home.

To seek His Word forever,

His comfort, be my stay;

With God and one another

Shall be my Sabbath Day!

Text: ©2026 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685
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We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, we invite your participation in our Ritual of Friendship. Please fill in the requested

information on the Friendship Pad (which is located at the end of the pew at the center aisle ) and pass it

down the pew. Also, as the pad is returned, please take note of who is worshiping with you in order that you

might greet them following the service.

(For electronic and convenient giving options, see the end of this worship folder)

VOLUNTARY

The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

7

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

PREPARATION (LSB# 633)
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1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. Pax Domini

C: Amen. John 20:19

An ancient and significant gesture in worship is the Sharing of Peace. This tradition, rooted in Scripture

(1 Peter 5:14; Romans 16:16), recognizes that one of the biggest dangers in the body of Christ is

disunity� both from grievances not forgiven and from not knowing our neighbors. When we extend our

hand to another, we identify with Jesus, who entered into our world, came to know humanity from the

inside, and restored peace between God and all people. When we share the peace of Christ, we desire

to know and be at peace with everyone who comes into our midst, especially those we are meeting for

the first time.

�Peace be with you.�  T  �The peace of Christ be with you.�

PREPARATION (LSB# 633)
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WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �O Sons and Daughters of the King� LSB# 470

�Make Songs of Joy� LSB# 484

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart with  T Easter joy!

C: Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LSB# 474)

9

THANKSGIVING Psalm 118:1

P: �Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,

C: For His steadfast love endures forever.�

P: Lord Jesus, prepare us for that eternal Sabbath when You will rest in us, just as now You

work in us. The rest that we shall enjoy will be Yours, just as the work that we now do is

Your work done through us. But You, O Lord, are eternally at work and eternally at rest. It

is not in time that You see, or in time that You move, or in time that You rest� yet You

make what we see in time. You make time itself and the repose which comes when time

ceases; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

C: Amen.

TAKING IT HOME Hebrews 4:9�10  (ESV)

P: �So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God,

C: For whoever has entered God�s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and  T give you peace.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER ACCLAMATION

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
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HYMN �Christ the Lord Is Risen Today�    (LSB# 469)

POSTLUDE

T

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Lay Reader: Cynthia Pulford

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Family Worship Team: Shasko family

Hospitality: Julie Novak

Elder: Brent O�Banion

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit: https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/
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Don’t miss out! Sign up for our e-News at: www.stpaulannarbor.org/news-and-events 
 

SPAA Board of Directors & Elders - Now Accepting Nominations! 
St. Paul Lutheran Church has opened nominations for one of the five seats on the 
Board of Directors and two seats on the Board of Elders. (Tim Adler has faithfully 
served as Chair of the BOD the past 3 years and has agreed to continue for a second 
term. Thus, he will be up for re-election in May). St. Paul members who are interested 
in serving on the Board for a three-year term or on the Board of Elders for a two-
year term (beginning in July 2026) should apply before May 1, 2026 by 
emailing bod@stpaulannarbor.org. Elections will be held at the Congregation Voters’ 
Meeting on May 31st.  Details for that meeting will be coming soon.  
 

Learning to Pray Milestone 
Prayer is a gift from God. Teaching young children to pray is both a privilege and 
responsibility of parents. That is why we are excited to partner with families in order 
to help them make prayer a comfortable and normal part of the life of your young 
children. Parents and their preschool aged children are invited to the Learning to 
Pray Milestone Class. The class will take place Tuesday, April 14, via Zoom at 
6:30pm. A special worship blessing will take place on Sunday, April 19. During the 
worship blessing, a prayer pillow will be given to each child that participated in the 
milestone class.  For more information or to sign up, contact Lexie Brown – Director 
of Family Life Ministry at lbrown@stpaulannarbor.org! 
 

Spring Clean Up Day – April 25th (both campuses!) 
Mark your calendars for our Spring Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 25th from 9am-
12pm at both campuses! Coffee and breakfast snacks will be provided at 8:40am. 
Please bring your gloves, shovels, rakes or your favorite garden tools! Contact Doug 
Ronan if you have any questions at douglasalexanderronan@gmail.com.  
 

Save the Date! All One Worship Service – May 17th at 10:45am (School) 
Join us on Sunday, May 17th at 10:45am at our school campus (495 Earhart Rd) as we 
worship all together in one place! Also plan to join us at 9:45am for Discipleship Hour 
and Christ Connections! Please note: There will be no worship services at our 
Downtown Campus that weekend.  
 
VBS 2026 – Registration now open! 
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering 
trees and colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling 
monkeys, kids plunge into a life-long adventure, discovering the nature of God, and 
exploring what it means to be rooted in relationship with their creator, a safe place 
in life’s storms. VBS is open to children who have turned 4 by June 1 through children 
who have completed 4th grade. Registration is now open and closes June 10. Scan 
the QR code to register or volunteer! 
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