
Welcome to Worship

April 3, 2026

12:30 PM, Downtown Campus

Holy Week    Easter

Service Schedule

Good Friday Tenebrae . . . . . Friday, April 3  (6:30pm� Downtown)

Vigil of Easter


. . . . . Saturday, April 4  (6:30pm� Downtown)

Easter Sunrise Service


. . . . . Sunday, April 5  (7:00am� Downtown)

Easter Festival Service


. . . . . Sunday, April 5  (9:00am� Downtown)

Easter Festival Service


. . . . . Sunday, April 5  (11:00am� School)

 

Holy Communion offered

Good Friday Friday, April 3, 2026 (12:30 PM)

Welcome to our guests!

We�re glad you�re here! We ask that you fill out your name and an email or

phone number in the black folder at the end of the row so we can connect

with you. One of St. Paul�s core values is unity so we�d like to help you get

connected. On the back page of this worship folder, you�ll find groups and

events that are for you. May God bless you today!

If you have children

We welcome and encourage all children (yes, babies too!) to worship the Lord

at St. Paul. If your child becomes restless during the service, don�t worry! We

get it. If you�d like to use it, there is a cry room available at the rear of the

church and a nursery located below the main worship entrance. Children�s

bulletins and activity bags are available at each worship entrance. The

hospitality team will be happy to assist you.
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T   We gather in silence, reflecting on the Lord�s Passion   T

HYMN �Were You There�   (LSB# 456)

ISAIAH�S PROPHECY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Isaiah 53:1�6

P:
1

 Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been

revealed? 
2

 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should

desire him. 
3

 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with

grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him

not. 
4

 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him

stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5

 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he

was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and

with his wounds we are healed. 
6

 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned�

every one�to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   (ESV)

1

CALL TO WORSHIP (reflecting on 2 Corinthians 5:14�21)

P: Today we gather at the foot of the cross, where Jesus, the Lamb of God, offered Himself

as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world.

C: �In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against

them.�

P: Jesus died for all, so that from now on we would no longer live for ourselves, but for Him

who died for us.

C: �The love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for

all.�

P: In humble repentance, we acknowledge that it was our sins that brought our Lord to the

cross. The sinless Son of God bore our sins in His body on the tree of the cross.

C: �For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the

righteousness of God.�

PRAYER OF THE DAY Collect

P: Almighty God, out of Your great mercy and love for the world, You sent Your Son to be

our Savior. We have followed His path through this season of Lent, and now we stand and

watch with the sight of faith as our Lord is crucified. On this holy day, we remember that

through His redeeming death and triumphant resurrection, we receive forgiveness and

eternal life. Help us to live for Him who was crucified for us, giving ourselves in service to

Him through serving others. Hear our prayer, and accept our praise in Jesus� name.

C: Amen.
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The Passion of Our Lord

GOOD FRIDAY LAMENT (Lamentations 1:12)

P: �Is it nothing to you, all you that pass by?

C: Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow.�

HYMN �Jesus, I Will Ponder Now�   (LSB# 440)

3

PART I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Matthew 27:11- 26 (NIV)

P: They bound Jesus, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate the governor. Meanwhile

Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, �Are you the king of the

Jews?� �Yes, it is as you say,� Jesus replied. When he was accused by the chief priests

and the elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate asked him, �Don�t you hear the testimony

they are bringing against you?� But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge�to

the great amazement of the governor.

Now it was the governor�s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd.

At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.

So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, �Which one do you want me to

release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?� For he knew it was out of envy

that they had handed Jesus over to him. While Pilate was sitting on the judge�s seat, his

wife sent him this message: �Do not have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have

suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.�

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask the governor for

Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. �Which of the two do you want me to release to

you?�

C: �Barabbas! Give us Barabbas!�

P: �What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?� Pilate asked.

C: �Crucify him!�

P: �Why? What crime has he committed?� asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder.

C: �Crucify him! Crucify him!�

P: When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he

took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. �I am innocent of this man�s

blood,� he said. �It is your responsibility!�

C: �Let his blood be on us and on our children!�

P: Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be

crucified.
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RESPONSE �O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken?� (LSB# 439)

PART II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Matthew 27:27-44 (NIV)

P: Then the governor�s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole

company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and

then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right

hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him.

C: �Hail, king of the Jews!�

P: They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After

they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they

led him away to crucify him.

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him

to carry the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the

Skull). There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he

refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting

lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the

written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two robbers were

crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by hurled insults

at him, shaking their heads:

C: �You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come

down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!�

P: In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.

C: �He saved others, but he can�t save himself! He�s the King of Israel! Let him come down

now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now

if he wants him, for he said, �I am the Son of God.��

P: In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

5

RESPONSE �O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken� (LSB# 439)

PART III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Matthew 27:45-54; Luke 23:44�46 (NIV)

P: From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth

hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, �Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?���which means, �My

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?� Some of those standing there heard this:

C: �He is calling Elijah.�

P: Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a

stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said,

C: �Now leave him alone. Let�s see if Elijah comes to save him.�

P: It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land. Jesus cried out

in a loud voice, �Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.� And he breathed his last.   

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth

shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who

had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus� resurrection

they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and

all that had happened, they were terrified.

C: �Surely he was the Son of God!�
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HYMN �O Perfect Life of Love�   (LSB# 452)

MESSAGE �He Died for All� 2 Corinthians 5:14�21

Rev. Aaron Roggow

7

The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Lord Jesus, we stand together at the foot of Your cross to give thanks to You for Your

willing sacrifice for us. You suffered the penalty of death that we deserved for our sins.

Through faith in Your name, we receive Your healing forgiveness and the gift of eternal

life. Jesus, Lamb of God,

C: By your wounds, we are healed.

P: Lord Jesus, for us You were crowned with thorns. Your hands and feet were pierced by

nails and Your side by a spear. You shed Your blood to wash our sins. Lord, we offer to

You our grateful praise, now and for all eternity. Jesus, Lamb of God,

C: By your wounds, we are healed.

P: Lord Jesus, You cried out from the cross, �It is finished,� and bowed Your head and died,

committing Your spirit into Your Father�s hands. Your redeeming work was done, our

salvation accomplished. Jesus, Lamb of God,

C: By your wounds, we are healed.

P: Lord Jesus, You died for all. You gave yourself for us, and now we live for You. Help us in

the power of the Holy Spirit to give ourselves in service to You by serving others in Your

name. Lead us to be bold witnesses for You so that others will come to know and worship

You as Savior and Lord. Jesus, Lamb of God,

C: By your wounds, we are healed.

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;

C: Have mercy upon us.

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;

C: Have mercy upon us.

P: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;

C: Grant us Your peace.
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SOLEMN REPROACHES

The Solemn Reproaches are an ancient litany of Western Christendom dating to the 9
th

century. They were used at the ending of a Good Friday service. The reproaches follow

the pattern of Psalm 78, which rehearses God�s continuing acts of faithfulness and

Israel�s repeated rebellion. Each reproach follows a similar pattern, calling to mind God�s

saving acts, and concluding with the same words: �but you have prepared a cross for

your Savior.�

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you?  How have I offended you? Answer me.

I led you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth,

but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

         C:

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me.

I poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink;

I poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me.

I opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side with a spear;

I washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me.

I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; I raised you from death

and prepared for you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me.

I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters, but I was hungry and you gave me no food,

thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not welcome me,

naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me,

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

�arr. Mark Mummert

(b. 1965)

PRAYER

P: Let us pray. We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing may be upon Your

people who have held the passion and death of Your Son in devout remembrance, that we

may receive Your pardon and the gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and take

hold of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

9

IT IS FINISHED (from Psalm 22)

P: �Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;

C: They shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has done

it.�

HYMN �Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted�   (LSB# 451)
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naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me,

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

�arr. Mark Mummert

(b. 1965)

PRAYER

P: Let us pray. We implore You, O Lord, that Your abundant blessing may be upon Your

people who have held the passion and death of Your Son in devout remembrance, that we

may receive Your pardon and the gift of Your comfort, and may increase in faith and take

hold of eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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IT IS FINISHED (from Psalm 22)

P: �Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;

C: They shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a people yet unborn, that He has done

it.�

HYMN �Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted�   (LSB# 451)
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THE LORD�S PRAYER  (Whispered or spoken softly) Matthew 6:9�13

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

T  The congregation leaves in silence  T

T
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Our Holy Week worship continues on

Saturday evening at 6:30pm for the Vigil of Easter,

and on Easter Sunday at 7:00am, 9:00am, and 11:00am.
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How Does It All Fit Together ?

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and the Holy Spirit�who inspired their writing, are all

interested in the last seven days of Jesus� earthly ministry. A quarter of Luke�s

Gospel, one-third of Matthew and Mark and almost half of John are devoted to the

events of Holy Week.

The church year also slows down in Holy Week. The liturgy of the church captures

the events in �real-time.� Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. Maundy

Thursday is the night Jesus was betrayed and the night He instituted the Lord�s

Supper. Some churches have a �Tre-Ore� service from noon to 3 pm on Good

Friday�the hours that darkness covered the earth. This Easter will be the 1,993
rd

anniversary of the Lord�s resurrection. The ascension is celebrated 40 days after

the resurrection, and Pentecost ten days later.

We give special attention to these days and all that Jesus taught and did in them.

A beneficial devotional practice is to read the events of the first Holy Week. Here

are a few points of orientation to help you navigate the events.

Geography

Imagine two hills. The hill on the west is Mount Zion. Jerusalem sits atop that hill. The

temple complex and Pilate�s palace are on the northwest corner of the city. A wall

extends to the south, and suburbs to the north and east. Most of the events of Holy Week

occur in and around Jerusalem.

Traveling east out of Jerusalem, you descend into the Kidron Valley and cross the brook

Kidron. The Garden of Gethsemane is on the west-facing slope of the Mount of Olives.

A path continues up the Mount of Olives, which is higher in elevation than Mount Zion.

Standing atop and looking to the west provides a beautiful view of Jerusalem. On the

east side of the Mount of Olives is the little village of Bethany, hometown of Mary, Martha

and Lazarus. Their home was Jesus� base of operation when Jesus was in Jerusalem, and

Jesus and the disciples probably spent the nights of Holy Week there.

Chronology

Sunday, the ninth of Nisan (March 29) in the year A.D. 33, Jesus rode down the Mount of

Olives and into Jerusalem. The triumphal entry marks the beginning of Holy Week. The

disciples look around and then travel quietly back to Bethany for the evening. 

On Monday Jesus and the disciples travel into Jerusalem for a public confrontation with

the teachers and to cleanse the temple, then back to Bethany. 



On Tuesday Jesus is back to Jerusalem for His last day of public teaching. He answers the

questions of the scribes and Pharisees, and He asks questions of His own. He speaks

woes to their hypocrisy. As Jesus and the disciples journey back to Bethany, He stops on

the top of the Mount of Olives and prophesies of the destruction of Jerusalem and the

second coming.

On Wednesday, Judas travels to Jerusalem to contract Jesus� betrayal, but no other

events are recorded.

On Thursday afternoon Jesus and His disciples make their last trip into Jerusalem. They

celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem, Jesus washes their feet and institutes the

Sacrament of the Altar. Judas leaves to gather the soldiers while Jesus and the rest of the

disciples travel to the Garden of Gethsemane on the western slope of the Mount of Olives

to pray.

According to the Jewish reckoning, Friday begins after nightfall on Thursday. Jesus is

arrested in the garden and taken to the house of Annas in Jerusalem. The disciples flee.

The crowd around Jesus grows. He is taken to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest.

John and Peter come into the courtyard to see what will happen. At sunrise Jesus is

condemned by the Sanhedrin, and led to Pilate�s Palace, the Praetorium, located on the

northwest corner of the temple complex.

Pilate hears the accusations, interviews Jesus, determines His innocence and attempts to

relinquish Jesus. Pilate first sends Jesus to Herod. Second, he offers to release Jesus in

place of Barabbas. Third, he flogs Jesus, arrays Him as a mock-king and presents Him to

the people for sympathy. The crowd still cries for His crucifixion, so Pilate washes his

hands and releases Jesus over to the soldiers.

Jesus is led through the city and out the gate to the west, to the place called Golgotha.

He is crucified at 9 a.m. The sun darkens at noon. Jesus dies around 3 p.m., and His body

is hastily removed from the cross and prepared for burial. Jesus is laid to rest and the

tomb is sealed before sunset on the first Good Friday, the 14th day of Nisan (April 3), A.D.

33.

On Saturday, the Sabbath, the Pharisees seal the tomb of Jesus. The disciples and the

women remain silent in or around Jerusalem.

Holy Week

Holy Week is a wonderful time for Christian devotion. The services at church are

celebrations of the events and the institutions that Jesus put into place. On Maundy

Thursday, we rejoice in the gift of the Lord�s Supper. On Good Friday we rejoice in the gift

of the cleansing blood of Jesus. On Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, we delight in the

gift of the resurrection�Jesus, the firstfruits and our hope!

�Rev. C. Bryan Wolfmueller

Austin, TX

Our Offerings and Gifts
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of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit: https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/




