
Welcome to Worship

January 18, 2026

8:30 AM, Downtown Campus

Second Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday, January 18, 2026 (8:30 AM)

Welcome to our guests!

We�re glad you�re here! We ask that you fill out your name and an email or

phone number in the black folder at the end of the row so we can connect

with you. One of St. Paul�s core values is unity so we�d like to help you get

connected. On the back page of this worship folder, you�ll find groups and

events that are for you. May God bless you today!

If you have children

We welcome and encourage all children (yes, babies too!) to worship the Lord

at St. Paul. If your child becomes restless during the service, don�t worry! We

get it. If you�d like to use it, there is a cry room available at the rear of the

church and a nursery located below the main worship entrance. Children�s

bulletins and activity bags are available at each worship entrance. The

hospitality team will be happy to assist you.

About Holy Communion

St. Paul is a confessional Lutheran congregation sharing the beliefs and

practices of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). Following the Word

of Jesus, we believe that the Lord�s Supper is more than a symbol. Jesus

gives His people His true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins through

the bread and wine. In Holy Communion, Jesus not only gives these gifts, He

unites us in a confession of faith. We confess that God has given His gift of

salvation in baptism. We confess that we are sinners who need the

forgiveness that Jesus offers by His death and resurrection. We confess that

God speaks in His inspired Word, the Bible. We confess that God is one God,

the Father who created all things, the Son Jesus the Savior, and the Holy

Spirit who dwells in His people by faith. Alongside this confession of faith, the

Holy Spirit is at work in those who receive the Supper to live according to

God�s Word and remain true to God, even to death, shining Jesus� love inside

and outside of God�s church. If you share this confession, we invite you to

receive Christ�s body and blood with us. If you do not share these beliefs,

please talk to a pastor before communing though you are invited to come

forward during Communion distribution with arms crossed to receive a

blessing and the assurance of God�s love in Jesus Christ. We�re glad you�re at

St. Paul!

Discipleship Hour & Christ Connections

You�re invited to gather after the service for coffee, donuts, fellowship and

Bible study for adults and children! Sundays at 9:45 AM. Adults meet in

Fellowship Hall (lower-level) and children ages 3 through grade 5 meet in the

lower-level preschool classrooms.
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC

RINGING OF THE BELL

WORDS OF WELCOME

HYMN �The Only Son from Heaven�   LSB# 402

Stanzas 1, 3, 4

WE CALL UPON THE NAME OF GOD   Invocation

Matthew 28:19bThe sign of the cross  T  may be made in remembrance of your Baptism.

P: In the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen!

WE TURN TO GOD, MINDFUL OF OUR SINFULNESS Confession of Sins

1 John 1:8�9; 1 Corinthians 1:2

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.

P: Called by God �to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name

of our Lord Jesus Christ�, let us give rightful praise and honor to God, who calls sinners to

repentance and bestows saving faith in our hearts by His Word and Spirit.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

(We observe a moment of quiet reflection as we consider our own sinful condition)

GOD TURNS TO US, EAGER TO FORGIVE Absolution

John 20:19�23

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore

forgive you for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

C: Amen!

1

HYMN OF PRAISE Gloria in Excelsis

(LSB pg. 154)  Luke 2:14; John 1:29

2
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Collect

P: O God, You have called us and all who call upon You to be saints, called from the darkness

of our sin to the light of holiness in You. By Your Word and Spirit, work in us true

repentance and faith and the faithfulness and love that remain ours in Christ Jesus, our

Lord; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

We Hear the Word of God

OLD TESTAMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   Isaiah 49:1�7

1

 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called

me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2

 He made my

mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished

arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 
3

 And he said to me, �You are my servant, Israel, in

whom I will be glorified.� 
4

 But I said, �I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength

for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my

God.�

5

 And now the Lord says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring

Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him� for I am honored in the

eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my strength� 
6

 he says: �It is too light a thing

that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the

preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may

reach to the end of the earth.�

7

 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised,

abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: �Kings shall see and arise; princes, and

they shall prostrate themselves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of

Israel, who has chosen you.�   (ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

3

EPISTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   1 Corinthians 1:1�9

1

 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother

Sosthenes, 
2

 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus,

called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
3

 Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4

 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given

you in Christ Jesus, 
5

 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all

knowledge� 
6

 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you� 
7

 so that

you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8

who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9

 God is

faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

(ESV)

L: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

WE RISE TO THE GOSPEL Alleluia & Verse

(LSB pg. 156)  John 6:68

4
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HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T   John 1:29�42a

29

 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, �Behold, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
30

 This is he of whom I said, �After me comes

a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.� 
31

 I myself did not know him,

but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.� 
32

And John bore witness: �I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it

remained on him. 
33

 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water

said to me, �He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes

with the Holy Spirit.� 
34

 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of

God.�

35

 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 
36

 and he looked at

Jesus as he walked by and said, �Behold, the Lamb of God!� 
37

 The two disciples heard

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38

 Jesus turned and saw them following and said

to them, �What are you seeking?� And they said to him, �Rabbi� (which means Teacher),

�where are you staying?� 
39

 He said to them, �Come and you will see.� So they came and

saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth

hour. 
40

 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon

Peter�s brother. 
41

 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, �We have found

the Messiah� (which means Christ). 
42

 He brought him to Jesus.   (ESV)

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN �Lord, �Tis Not That I Did Choose Thee�   LSB# 573

MESSAGE �The New Life in Christ: Sanctified Together� 1 Corinthians 1:1�9

Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

RESPONSE (Tune: LSB# 573)

Called together, found in favor, saints with those in ev�ry place�

Those who call upon the Savior, Jesus Christ, receive His grace.

Ev�ry gift that He is giving, speech and knowledge of His love,

Keep us blameless in our living to the Day of God above.

Text: ©2025 Kirchenlied S. Schreiber, b. 1685

5

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church;

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life T of the world to come.  Amen.

We Worship the Lord with Our Offerings

During the Offering, we invite your participation in our Ritual of Friendship. Please fill in the requested

information on the Friendship Pad (which is located at the end of the pew at the center aisle ) and pass it

down the pew. Also, as the pad is returned, please take note of who is worshiping with you in order that you

might greet them following the service.

(For electronic and convenient giving options, see the end of this worship folder)

VOLUNTARY

6
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The Prayers We Bring to God

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to

their needs.

PRAYERS for THIS DAY

(As prompted) P: Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
The Lord�s Prayer

Matthew 6:9�13

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.  Amen.

A Foretaste of the Great Feast in Heaven

CHRIST�S WORDS ESTABLISH THE LORD�S SUPPER Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is   My

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me. In the same way also He took

the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST Pax Domini

John 20:19

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen!  The peace of Christ be with us all.

7

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB pg. 163)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Called and Gathered� (See Worship Folder page 11) 

�Church of God, Elect and Glorious� LSB# 646

�� LSB# 

Anthem: Lord, Sanctify Me Wholly Jean Pasquet (1896�1977)

Lord, sanctify me wholly, that my whole spirit, soul, and body may become Thy temple.

O do Thou dwell in me, and be Thou my God, and I will be Thy servant.

�Thomas Ken

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in  T peace!

C: Amen.
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the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: Drink of it,

all of you; this is   My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST Pax Domini

John 20:19

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen!  The peace of Christ be with us all.

7

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei  (LSB pg. 163)

John 1:29

WE COME TO THE LORD�S TABLE Communion Distribution

Please note before receiving Holy Communion: Please read the brief statement of our beliefs, �About Holy

Communion�, found at the beginning of our worship folder. Our pastors would be happy to meet with you to

discuss our beliefs further, and help prepare you for Communion.

  Hymns: �Called and Gathered� (See Worship Folder page 11) 

�Church of God, Elect and Glorious� LSB# 646

�� LSB# 

Anthem: Lord, Sanctify Me Wholly Jean Pasquet (1896�1977)

Lord, sanctify me wholly, that my whole spirit, soul, and body may become Thy temple.

O do Thou dwell in me, and be Thou my God, and I will be Thy servant.

�Thomas Ken

WORDS OF PEACE AND JOY Communicants� Dismissal

P: Now may this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in

body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in  T peace!

C: Amen.
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WE DEPART WITH THANKS AND PRAISE Post-Communion Canticle

(LSB pg. 164)

TAKING IT HOME 1 Corinthians 1:2,3  (ESV)

P: �To those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

C: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.�

WE RECEIVE THE BLESSING OF GOD Benediction

Numbers 6:24�26

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with His favor and  T give you peace.

C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

9

HYMN �We Are Called to Stand Together�   LSB# 828

Stanzas 1, 4, 5

POSTLUDE

T

Our Worship Servants

Liturgist: Rev. Aaron Roggow

Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ted Hopkins

Director of Music: Dr. John Boonenberg

Choir: Adult Choir

Family Worship Team: Fred & Laurie Metzger

Hospitality: Julie Burgess

Lay Reader/Elder: Neil Skov

Printed liturgy and hymns from Lutheran Service Book, created by Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
®

 (ESV
®

),

Copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The �ESV� and �English Standard Version� are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trademark requires the permission of Crossway.
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�Called and Gathered� (Tune: LSB# 848)

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

11

Our Offerings and Gifts

Looking for different options to financially support the ministry

of St. Paul through your regular offerings or one-time gifts?

Download the Church Center app

from the Google Play or Apple App stores and navigate to �Give�

or                        Scan the QR Code to give immediately through Church Center

or Visit: https://st-paul-lutheran-church-ann-arbor.churchcenter.com/giving

or Mail checks to: St. Paul Lutheran Church

420 W Liberty St

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

For more giving information, go to: https://www.stpaulannarbor.org/give/
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For more news & events visit our webpage at:  www.stpaulannarbor.org 
 
Vision Survey & Workshop – please share your thoughts with us! 
As the Vision Team is exploring how God has used and is using St. Paul for his 
ministry in the Ann Arbor area, the team wants your input on how God is leading us 
into the future! Scan the QR code now to take our Vision Planning Survey and please 
mark your calendar for Saturday, January 31st (9am-11:30am, Phoenix Gym, School 
Campus) to be part of our Vision Planning Workshop. Even if you can only come for 
part of the time the SPAA Vision Planning Team wants to hear your thoughts and 
perspective.  
 
Call Committee Update - Nominations for Principal 
The Principal Call Committee has already met and hopes to interview candidates by 
the end of January. Nominations from the congregation are now being 
accepted. Please contact John Bates by Wednesday, January 21st to submit names 
for nomination. He can be reached at 734-678-8672 or john.bates@mi-cef.org. If you 
have any questions or thoughts for the Call Committee, feel free to contact John or 
any other committee member. Please keep the committee in your prayers as they 
seek the Lord’s wisdom and guidance throughout this process. 
 
Puerto Rico Mission Trip Interest Meetings – Jan 25 & Feb 1 
St. Paul is excited to begin assembling a mission team to serve alongside Rev. James 
and Deaconess Christel Neuendorf in Puerto Rico in November 2026! This trip is a 
meaningful opportunity to join in daily ministry with our Puerto Rican brothers and 
sisters. No matter your gifts—teaching, music, fellowship, building, or simply 
encouraging—there will be a place for you. No passport is required! If you're 
interested or want to learn more, please join us at one of our interest meetings during 
Discipleship Hour: January 25– School Campus or February 1 – Downtown Campus. 
Reach out to Tyler at tseehaferf@stpaulannarbor.org with any questions. 
 
Get Connected with Church Center! 
SPAA is now using Church Center, a new system through Planning Center that will 
help us stay better connected as a St. Paul family! From online giving and keeping 
your information up to date to accessing our church directory, upcoming events, 
sermons and more - Church Center makes it easier than ever to stay informed and 
connected at St. Paul Ann Arbor! Please cancel your online giving with Amplify 
(formerly Kindred) and now give online electronically using Church Center. This 
includes online giving for our Building Campaign. We will have instructions on this 
transition process and staff assistance available after all worship services January 
17/18. Simply scan the QR code now to get started! For complete set up instructions 
see handouts at worship entrances. 
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